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Welcome

Happy New Year (though | am aware we
are now in a very chilly February — where
has the time gone already?)

Meet:

Terry Hawthorn
He manages all

of our advertising.
Terry has been
working on the
magazine since

Did you notice something different about

the magazine? | know — exciting, isn’t it??
Thanks to a few new advertisers, we have
been able to go partially coloured. We are

now able to have a front and back cover 2011, and

and the centre pages in full colour, which l ohcures that we

means that we can include lovely colour have a positive

photos for a few of our articles. We are and healthy

so pleased with how the magazine is relationship with all our advertisers and
developing, and really appreciate all the our sponsor Brooks Transport.

feedback we get. We are currently looking for a volunteer
Welcome to all the new readers and to take over the reins as Terry is wanting
advertisers; we hope that you enjoy the to take a step back from his administrative
magazine, and find things out about the duties so that he can finally relax in his
villages that you never knew before! | retirement with his wife Juliet, his

thought | might do a little highlight on children and grandchildren.
some of the volunteers who work on this
publication year-round; this month we say ‘Hi’ to Terry Hawthorn.

We have a spotlight on local entrepreneur Juliet Townsend, who took her lock down
doodles to become a whole new career as a street artist. See page 28 for the full story.
Please feel free to nominate other villagers to be written about in upcoming issues.

On page 18 we have a travel article from regular contributor Cate Gunn. Our gardening
feature on page 16 highlights willow and dogwood, and the article from Stephen
Armitage-Smith on page 46 highlights how best to report an emergency to the Police.

There is a film club on page 37 for all film buffs, a book club on page 36, a board games
night on page 5, pancake night on page 23 and Brew & a Chat on page 16.

On a personal note — if you want to go on holiday — check your passport. As we are now
no longer in the EU, different countries need different amounts of time left on your
valid passport as | have found out to my detriment! Fingers crossed it gets back here
on time.

Until next month,

Sue
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The Thiree: Colnes Chuurches }V

For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals: please contact The Reverend Mark Payne on
01787 220347 or colnesvicar@gmail.com 20 Swallowfield, Earls Colne, CO6 2SW.
Reverend Sharon Quilter (Associate Priest) revdsdg@gmail.com

For all other matters: please contact the Church Wardens of the Church in question:

COLNE ENGAINE Church Warden Vacancy:

George Courtauld - 07968 496235 St. Andrew’s Church, Colne Engaine
georgecourtauld@aol.com WHITE COLNE

PCC Secretary: Current Vacancy Mr. Christopher Chamberlain - 01787
EARLS COLNE 222200 _ _

Mr. Ray Wood & Mrs. Helen Sherfield - clerk@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

07908 138853
ecchurchwardens@gmail.com

PCC Secretary: Caroline Smith
standrewearlscolne@gmail.com
Treasurer: Helen Brooks
ecpctreasurer@gmail.com

Pastorad Cove )X{

Our Pastoral Care Team continues to serve
our three villages.

You may wish to contact the team if you
are bereaved, poorly, feeling low or lonely,
or simply just need someone to talk to.

We are happy to support you over the
phone, via Zoom or in person.

If you would like to contact the team please
call our Co-Ordinator:

Rachel Fleetwood on 07902 363533
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mailto:revdsdq@gmail.com
mailto:georgecourtauld@aol.com
mailto:ecchurchwardens@gmail.com
mailto:standrewearlscolne@gmail.com
mailto:ecpctreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

Thoughty for the monthy  $%_

Is it me, or is time moving much faster than my brain can keep up?! Only a few weeks
ago we were celebrating Christmas and the start of the New Year. And even before
Christmastide had got going (referring to the 12 days of Christmas from Christmas Day
to Epiphany on the 6th January), spotted in a supermarket were hot cross buns with the

label saying, ‘Happy Easter’!

What’s the hurry? Why are we so keen to hasten the days before we have even had a
chance to breathe, take stock and enjoy the blessings of a season? How easy it is to be
overtaken by commercialism to the extent we lose track of ourselves, whilst we rush
headlong from one period of time to another, without stopping to notice or
acknowledge the time and space in which we exist.

The normal, everyday challenges and demands for our time is bad enough: The ever
growing to-do-list at home, work or school, paying the bills to keep the business going,
checking the ordering system to ensure what’s on the menu can be provided. The list
goes on. And all that without the external influences baying for the few precious
moments and bursts of energy we have left to look after ourselves and our loved ones.
When do we stop and take notice of what’s around us or within us?

This year, if you were not aware, is a leap
year. That means we get an extra day in
February; great for those born on the 29th
February as they get the chance to
celebrate on the actual day; or as folklore
would have it, the opportunity for the
ladies to do the proposing (though that
didn’t work for me)! What will you do with
an extra 24 hours? For me, a terrible
procrastinator, I’'m going to have to plan
ahead and have already started. Especially
as Valentine’s day clashes with Ash
Wednesday this year. So a diary change
was needed for Film Club, to allow the
couples to plan their romantic meal out,
and creating for me, space to attend the
Ash Wednesday evening ashing service.
And as that starts the Lenten period, the
time of preparation and remembrance
leading up to Easter, I'm planning to spend
my extra 24 hours on a quiet day, giving
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Feet First Home Footcare

Friendly, professional home foot care
services offered within the comfort and
convenience of your own home.

Services include:

e Maintenance of nail health, length and
thickness

* /Ingrown toenails

 Removal of painful corns and callus

» Diabetic foot health assessments

e Paddings and dressings to ease foot pain

o Treatment and advice on managing
fungal foot and nail infections

Please contact me to discuss your needs
and/or to arrange an appointment.

Louise Timms MCFHP MAFHP MSc

Mobile / Text: 07990 479923
E-mail: feetfirstlouise@gmail.com




Thoughty for the monthy ~ S4

me a chance to stop, take notice and pray.

Praying for all the residents, visitors and businesses in our three parishes. For real love
to overflow in our communities, our country and our world. For peace and a real desire
for understanding amongst people of different races, creeds, colour, status, and beliefs.
For a renewing and revitalising of the world around us and for the beauty of the
environment in which we live. For the hope of Christmas to grow ever stronger on the
journey to the joy of Easter, with time in between to appreciate what that means.

I’'m planning to stop and spend time with the one who loved me so much that he gave
up his life for me. That’s what Jesus did and his invitation to you is to “come with me...
to a quiet place and get some rest” (Mark 6:31). So, what are you going to do with your
gift of an extra 24 hours? Whatever you do, | pray you get the chance to stop awhile
and enjoy a time of true blessings.

With love and prayers,
Reverend Sharon Quilter

)‘%wb&{

LUMINOUS |

DOES

PANCAKES

"Luxury Private Hire
Swimming Pool

for your exclusive and regular use

GAMES, LENT AND MOTHER'S DAY CRAFTS

|[PANCAKES & OTHER
REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE.

A\ \ White Colne. Colchester CO6 2QF
A
/ y ‘ “\ D | 01787227064 e pool@whites-farm.co.uk
R www.whitesfarmswimmingpool.com

whites farm




Tree Surgeon

Providing excellence in:

Tree Felling
Canopy Reduction
Hedge Cutting
Garden Clearance

Tree Shaping and Pruning
Stump Grinding
Pollarding

Emergency Tree Work

Free Consultation for Small and Large Jobs

Public Liability Insurance

M: 07515288736 0O: 01787 228341

info@blaketreecare.co.uk www.blaketreecare.co.uk

f @

“A very competitive price and a VERY tidy job" Y % % %

8 / www.colnechurches.com



Servicey for February ™ :

Date Time Church Service
10am Earls Colne # Morning Worship
Su:tiay 10am Colne Engaine Morning Worship
10am wC Holy Communion
Welesehy 9.30am Earls Colne Holy Communion
7th 3.30pm Colne Engaine 3:30 Express
Sunday 10am Earls Colne # Morning Worship & Baptism
11th 1lam Colne Engaine Plough Sunday Service & Lunch
Tule;‘tdhay 3.30pm Earls Colne LUMINOUS Goes PANCAKES
Wednesday 9.30am Colne Engaine Ash Wednesday
14th 7pm Earls Colne # Ash Wednesday
10am Earls Colne # Holy Communion
sunday 10am Colne Engaine Mattins
18th 10am wcC Morning Worship
5pm Earls Colne # Café Church
WHECIIESeEY 9.30am Earls Colne Holy Communion
21st
10am Earls Colne # Morning Worship
S;r;f;y 10am Colne Engaine Family Holy Communion
S5pm Earls Colne # High Mass
Weig:day 9.30am Earls Colne Holy Communion

# These services will be live-streamed on Zoom and, together with our Online Services,
on Facebook Live. Details of our Zoom link and our Facebook Page can be found at
www.colnechurches.com/pew-news

In addition to the above services, at 9am on each Saturday morning you are invited to
Morning Prayer on Facebook Live.


http://www.colnechurches.com/pew-news

" Unlock cash
. from your home

\

'«

For homeowners over 55

We're here to help you decide if equity release could improve your retirement
finances. By releasing some of the cash from your home you could:

o (= (o (a

Pay off an existing Clear existing credit Gift money Make home and
mortgage cards and loans to family garden improvements

Lifetime Mortgages (also known as Equity Release) are a popular option for homeowners over the age of 55
and have made a genuine, lasting, positive difference to the lives of thousands of people in the UK, giving
them the freedom of choice to make their lives easier and more comfortable.

Call us today and let's see how we can help make a
difference to your life.

Hoskin Financial Planning

08081 757434

help@hoskinfinancial.co.uk
www.hoskinlaterlifeplanning.co.uk

Equity Release may involve a lifetime mortgage, which is a loan secured against your home, reducing the value of your
estate and may affect your entittement to means tested benefits. You should always think carefully before securing a
loan against your home. Unless you decide to go ahead, our service is completely free of charge as our usual advice fee
of £695 is only payable on completion of a plan.
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Prumam School .
o~

January 2024

Despite the very wet start to the new term, we warmly welcomed our children and
families back to school this week. A huge thank you to Juliet Townsend for painting a
welcome back mural on our front door and brightening the entrance and to Mr. Nash for
helping trim back some old trees and tidy up the mass of leaves. Without a caretaker,
these jobs do pile up so we are hoping to set up a working party to help tidy the outside
so, if you happen to have an hour free, do let us know.

We had a very busy time back in December, when we presented our version of Jack and
the Beanstalk to families and friends and also held a traditional Nativity in the church. The
children, as always, were magnificent and the performances were warmly received by all.

Mrs. Purkiss braved the cold weather one evening to lead our excited choir in singing by
the Christmas tree and in church. We were kindly invited to this lovely event and we
always look forward to future occasions when we can ‘join forces’ with our village
community even more.

This term across school, our learning is centered around the theme “Being a Global
Citizen and Game Changer”. The aim is to raise awareness of what it means to be a citizen
of the world and to discover more about other cultures and countries and how actions,
inventions or people can influence the world
around them. If you have any skills or " H&M INTERIORS
knowledge about other parts of the world to ,GE EINE BESPOKE FURNITURI
share with us or the children, we’d love to

hear from you. Have you lived on another
continent or a different country? Do you
have a job that reaches far parts of the
world? Can you cook food from other
cultures? Do you have photos or artefacts
from somewhere else in the world? Let us
know if you can help!

As shared with you in the past by Mrs Sarti
and myself over the years, our school
community has always been guided by
Christian values, which underpin the
learning opportunities, guidance and
support that we aim to provide for our
children. We have been working on further
developing our Christian values — the
ERICERs - which we feel define us as a

i 01787 224129 www.handminteriors.com
church SChOOI, best ca pturing Cont'd..../ Unit One, Colne House Farm, Station Road, Earls Colne, CO6 2LT
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Primawy School (Cont’'d) o=
COLNE ENGAINE ~
the vision and ethos that we aim to promote. This term we are working on designing
large art murals that depict each value in a wall hanging linked to a bible story. It is in its
infancy and being designed as | write, but we are really looking forward to this coming to
life. Our values of equality, respect, integrity, compassion, empathy and responsibility,
drive all we do in school and the more we can ensure these permeate everything, the
more we see the children using these essentially wonderful human qualities guiding them
each day. 1

Our values are explored through worship and in the
classroom, at levels appropriate for the age and level of
understanding of the children, so stories that link to each
will help children understand them more deeply. | look
forward to sharing them with you.

As | sign out, | hold on to the fact that although it may be
wet and cold, in 39 days the sun will be setting at 7pm and,
as always, look forward to what the brighter days will bring
into school and within the wonderful village too.

Sam Dunne, Headteacher

A, Bilin & Sons

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

In excess of 100 years of a caring service
for bereaved families.

Arrangements can be made in your own home,
independent family firm, 24 hour service.

Private Chapel of Rest
Memorials & Pre-payment plans, Woodland Burials

Market End, Coggeshall, CO6 1NH
Telephone: (01376) 561316 or 561779 Fax: (01376) 561011

12 / www.colnechurches.com



Correspondence 1/

Brick Meadows, Earls Colne

In the autumn we had a fantastic and humbling response to our appeal for funds for the
continuing upkeep of the Trust’s fields and woodland. Thank you to those who generously
donated. Some of the money raised has been put towards wood for benches.

Since installing our first bench in the Long Meadow in 2023, many have requested others to
be put in strategic places within the meadows so they can sit and enjoy the peace and
tranquillity of these natural surroundings so close to the village centre. An additional bench
is now installed by the stream, Hawe Brook, on the path through the Poplars field. In
summer with the trees in full leaf this is a very tranquil and “tucked-away” position. This
field was once the home of the lower of three ponds in which fish stocks were kept to feed
the Priory monks. Fish were caught from this pond and transferred to another pond within
the Priory grounds. Hawe Brook, was once diverted to run alongside the hedge in a concrete
culvert, remains of which can be seen under one of the wooden bridges. It was returned to
its original course at the beginning of the century and now meanders pleasantly through
this area.

In addition to these simple oak benches the Four Colnes Horticultural Society has installed a
seat in the bottom meadow behind the Coggeshall Road houses in memory of Andrew
Crane. Andrew was a stalwart of the society, entering many classes at the annual show with
his fruit, flowers, and vegetables. He was a keen supporter of The British Legion and
organised many coach trips for villagers.

Extending to over 7 hectares the meadows and woodland owned and managed by the Trust
afford a variety of differing aspects of the countryside. With the world and Cont'd..../

CRALIN

Property Services

Domestic & Commercial Maintenance/Refurbishment

DRAINAGE

» Blocked Drains/Toilets « High Pressure Water Jetting
» Pipe Relining » CCTV Camera Surveys
» New Installations o 24hr callout

Call Craig on 07980 297068

email: cralinpropertyservices@yahoo.com




Correspondence (Cont’'d)

life seemingly so fast and busy, the opportunity to sit within natural surroundings, if only for
a few minutes, is calming for the soul.

Three supporters have kindly offered to sponsor the purchase of wood to make owl boxes
for nesting tawny owls, several of which seem to inhabit the area. We hope to have them
made and installed before nesting time. Owls calling are a common sound throughout the
night and early dawn in this area.

Along with gathering a plethora of historical village information, our local historian and long
-term village inhabitant, John Steadman, is extending his research to include the history of
the meadows and fields owned by the Trust and this will be included in future articles. We
also hope that John will be willing to host a walk through the Brick Meadows later on this
year; watch out for updates here.

A small group of volunteers meet up on the third Thursday each month between 10 and 12
to help with general maintenance of the Meadows. If you would like to join us, please put
your details through the door of 14 Park Lane, Earls Colne.

Frances Barton and Jayne Meleschko

Ministry Of Hair & Beauty Salon
Location: 81 High Street, Earls Colne. Call Us: 01787 581397

OVER 65 OFFER
15% OFF ALL HAIR & BEAUTY EVERY
WEDNESDAY

Professional and friendly service for all your Hair, Beauty,
Holistic & Aesthetics needs

Find us on: TikTok - @ministryofhairandbeauty_

Instagram - @ministryofhairbeauty
Facebook - Ministry of Hair and Beauty
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ARELIABLE |
ELECTRICIAN? |

[
mmo 0000 |

Considerate and tidy electrician
with 20+ years’ experience
Fully qualified, insured and DBS checked.

Domestic services from new or replacement lights, switches and sockets to fuse
board replacements, full rewires and more!

Landlord services including EICR reports, electrical safety checks, heat/smoke alarm
testing and install.

Commercial services including emergency lighting and smart lighting.
External services outbuilding and external power and garden lighting.

Other services earthing upgrades, LED lighting, electric heating install, bathroom and
kitchen electrical works, central heating and smart wireless central heating systems.

Fault finding experts

%Sidmarb‘lectrical“"

Earls Colne, Colchester, Essex.
Tel: 07545 125 376 Email: sidmarelectrical@outlook.com



Gowdening Y ™

February - a full 29 days. Hang on a minute, don’t all months have 29 days? | have
been looking through the plant catalogues that come through the post this time of year
and | have been tempted by the plug plants. | am going to give them a try to see if they
work out better than growing from seed. | must admit | may have got a bit carried
away; when my good lady wife Mags saw the bank statement she said “if you don’t
stop buying plants | am going to leave you”. That’s a shame; | am really going to miss
her. | stepped away from the catalogues and had a look to see what | could do outside
to occupy myself. | have some really nice willow (Salix) and
dogwood (cornus) shrubs looking good in their winter colours.
| have left them as long as | can but | do need to prune by the
end of this month if | want a good show again next winter,
they are in damp corner of my garden where they thrive in
the moist soil; it doesn’t get the sun all day but enough to
keep them happy. | could leave them alone but if | do they
will put on a lot of growth which will make them too big for

(Salix alba)

where they are and only the new growth will colour up next , 8
winter; therefore | prune them down to about 6” (15cm) from Yelverton
QUAKER MEETING HOUSE 3 Jg ‘
EARLS COLNE A NDE -

is available for hire. A O » D F

A warm and friendly venue for leisure and
educational groups, tea parties, children’s
parties and alcohol free events.

£10.00 per hour

Sunday Meeting for Worship 10.30am
Please call 01206 240929 for details.

Chris Oglesby
Plumbing & Heating Engineer
07971 233853

Plumbing & Heating Ltd O1787:562166
DOD CO S
+ Boiler Replacements ¥ RESH
« Central Heating Systems D EVEN B .
« Servicing / Breakdowns F
+ Landlord Checks

\2

+ Plumbing Installs / Repairs
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Gawrdening (Cont’d)

the ground; cutting just above a pair of buds; this will keep
them to a good size and encourage more stems.

If snowdrops (galanthus) are your thing, now is a good time to
plant them ‘in the green’; this means buying them from
nurseries that lift them as the flowers fade and sell them in
bunches for planting directly where you want them to grow.
Planting like this rather than setting bulbs means they will
establish quicker and multiply more readily; they like moist but
well drained soil which is why they thrive in a woodland setting,

cornus sanguinea
‘Midwinter fire’

flowering before the canopy of the trees blocks out the light,

and they are less likely to rot from waterlogging during the
summer months when they are dormant. The most
common species is galanthus nivalis but there are so many
other varieties, all lovely in their own right, looking
especially good when planted with cyclamen coum.

| took the opportunity of a nice sunny day to prune my
roses (rosa). First job as always is to sharpen secateurs,

bt P

galanthus nivalis with
cyclamen coum

second job is to take out the 3 ‘d’s, dead, diseased and

dying; then if the roses are well
established | like to take out some of the
older stems completely to encourage new
growth from low down, never more than a
third of the plant though. Then starting at
the base of a stem | follow upwards
looking for outward facing buds, ideally
the second one up, then prune off just
above this one; by doing this on all stems
it should create a nice shape with an open
centre allowing good air flow through the
bush and reducing the risk of disease. The
principle is the same with climbing roses
apart from tying in long stems and pruning
sideshoots back by two thirds, again to an
outward facing bud; the direction the bud
points is the direction that shoot will
grow.

‘Laters taters’

Keep calm and carry on weeding. Gary

Michael J Byles
Plumbing & Heating

0il Boiler Installations
Servicing & Maintenance
Oftec Registered

General Plumbing & Heating
work also undertaken.

Telephone: 01206 822 225
Mobile: 07717 012 433

E-mail : michaeljbyles@aol.com




Correspondence Vi

Peregrination round the world to come home

| have written before about my peregrinations, or wanderings; they are usually by foot
but in November | had the great good fortune to be able to fly round the world to New
Zealand. We went via the United States and returned via Japan!

It was rather a hectic trip, but we enjoyed a few days of
relaxation in Fiji before flying on to Wellington. We were picked
up from the airport as the sun was rising and we were feeling
groggy after a night flight, but our driver insisted on pointing out
the highlights of the journey, most significant of which as far as
he was concerned was a magnificent Hindu temple, with a tall,
tiered, decorated tower in front of which stood a gold pillar. Our
driver also pointed out Muslim mosques and Christian churches
in the small villages and communities we passed.

Everyone says that New Zealand is like Britain in the 1950s, and |
can see what they mean. We spent a week in the small town
where our son Toby is a vineyard manager. It is the ideal town

Personal Accountancy
and Tax Services:

Chapm

Chartered Accountants

Inheritance Tax and Estate Planning
Self Assessment ‘ 01376 326266

Personal Tax Planning

Property/Capital Gains Tax info@lambert-

- Trusts and Executorships @ chapman.co.uk
v  Www.lambert-

LUCY ORROW &/ chapman.co.uk

Tax Partner
CTA TEP ATT(Fellow)

Braintree | Maldon | London
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Correspondence (Cont’d) /ﬁ

with a green square in the middle which has a hotel, a
supermarket and numerous bars around it. Independent shops
line the streets that stretch away from the square. And there
were a few small churches — including one dedicated to St
Andrew like ours in the Colnes. In every town we drove through
we saw churches and centres of Christian worship of various
denominations, often clearly used as community or charity
centres.

We only had two days to spend in Japan. We stayed in Tokyo but
my Japanese friend, Naoé&, took us on an hour’s train drive to
Kamakura where we walked the processional way and up a long
stone flight of steps to a splendid, ancient Shinto shrine. It was
founded in 1063 and expanded in the twelfth century. Many
visitors come at the New Year to pray for good luck, and children
are taken there throughout the year —when they reach one,
three and five (if a boy) or seven (if a girl) years of age. We saw
some delightful young children dressed in traditional costume
and bribed with sweets to behave and smile for the Cont’d..../

CastleGEN]T

u | l d ers Lt Registered builder

Based in Castle Hedingham, CastleGENT Builders is a small company
where the personal touch is important.

We have many years experience of property refurbishment, improvements,
new build and extensions to bring to your project. Working on listed
buildings, including churches and domestic dwellings are a speciality.

See our web-site for examples of our work:

http:/icastlegentbuilders.co.uk

Contact Us: 07894827702
castlegentbuilders@gmail.com
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Covrespondence (Cont'd)

-

photos their proud parents were taking. Naoé showed us the correct procedure for praying
— a ritual of bowing and clapping. Kamikura is also home to many Buddhist temples, a few
of which we visited, appreciating their calm beauty surrounded by trees beginning to
change colour in the autumn sunshine.

It seemed that wherever we went round the world there were places of religion in the
centre of communities; although we came back via Dubai where, though a devout Muslim
country, any trace of spirituality seemed to have been crowded out by conspicuous wealth
and spending.

It was a relief in a number of ways to return home and our own beds — and ‘our’ village,
Colne Engaine. And there, in the very centre of the village, is the church. About
contemporary with the Shinto shrine in Kamakura, the building dates, probably, to the
eleventh or twelfth century and it became the parish church with the appointment of the
first Rector in 1219. Eight hundred years later, it is still used for prayer and worship and
remains open every day. It belongs to the whole parish and | know many people who never
attend a service but will go in and sit down for a while, enjoying the peace and quiet. Itis a
place to be still and reflect; some may call this praying. In a recent article, David Goodacre
wrote of the importance of parish churches as

a resource for the whole community: ‘the ¢’ ° N
church is its oasis of peace and quiet in the . . \ .\ °
midst of a noisy world, especially for anyone ‘ ' '
who is unhappy and needs the peace.’
Of course, it is also a place for celebration,
and where people can come together and find Need some help
a commur.uty of new a.nd qld frllen.ds. around the house
Everyone is welcome in this building — those o
who believe and those who don’t, the young or g‘al‘den °
and the old, the married and the single. From regular gardening to
People of every nationality, faith, sexual that indoor job you never
orientation, size and colour are all welcome to get around to, I could be
come through the open doors — just turn the what you're looking for.
handle and push gently! It is our church, and With skills in house and
it is up to us to look after it, to cherish it. That garden maintenance.
might make a useful slogan: Call G tat s f6F a ehat
Cherish Our Church about your needs.
Cate Gunn -
Graham King
T: 07923 445128
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Single
Oven Clean

£55

00
00

Hob Clean
£20

Small BBQ

Up to 50cm

£50

Double
Oven Clean

£65

90cm Range
Oven Clean

£90

110cm Range
Oven Clean

£110

Extras BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

from any of the 4 extras below.

Medium BBQ

50-70cm

£60

Microwave Clean

Large BBQ

70em +

£75

Wide Single
Oven Ciean

£90

CONTACT US TO BOOK NOW
O 01787 743234

® 07400 180880
® info@theovencleaners.co.uk
www.theovencleaners.co.uk

]
000

Aga/ Noble
Everhot Clean

From £100

U

BBQ Racks

Air Fryer

£30




Covrespondence v

Local teaching assistant at The Colne Engaine School,
Kelly Howard is running the London Marathan on behalf
of Prostate Cancer UK following the passing of her
brother in law David Foulds-Young in early 2023. David
was diagnosed in April 2022 whilst living in France with
his husband, Adam. They had moved to France to start a
new adventure following a successful career as a

solicitor. Sadly, and despite undergoing chemo, the
cancer was too advanced, and his health declined at the
end of 2022. David’s final wishes was to be repatriated to
his family and he spent his finals weeks with Kelly’s
family in Halstead. The loss of such a special soul has had
a massive impact on Kelly and her family which is why
she wanted to give back and raise money for Prostate
Cancer UK. It’s a sad fact that 1 in 8 men will get prostate cancer which means at some
point we are all likely to be affected by the disease.

Residents of Colne Engaine will see Kelly

Halstead, Braintree & Haverhill training on the roads around Colne
Engaine between now and the end of

Physiotherapy % | i fanore o in
& Sports Injury &3 enough to support her cause, you can do

so by visiting www.justgiving.com and
CI o 9 Reduce pain searching Kelly Howard.
I n I Cs Promote healing .

Specilallsm.g in the treatment Kelly Howard's
of spine & joint problems,

muscular issues, headaches,
dizziness, back & neck pain.

JustGiving Page

Musculoskeletal, Vestibular
& Neurological Rehabilitation

from our expert practitioners.

Evening & Saturday
appointments available

01787 478789

2 Market Hill, Halstead CO9 2AR

www.halsteadphysiotherapyclinic.co.uk
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Vilage Hall

Mystery in village hall Two weeks before Christmas one of our smoke detectors started
bleeping because the battery was expiring. We took the offending detector down, leaving
all the other wirelessly connected detectors working, but the bleep has continued. 10
intelligent adults and myself cannot find the source of this continuing bleeping which
occurs about every minute and is now getting very annoying!

It turns out that the rules have changed, and the fire detection system required for a
commercial building like ours is infinitely more complex and costly. One quote so far
incredibly has come in at over £7,000.00 which is virtually most of our annual income from
hirings in the hall.

The life of the Trustees is never dull. We have had a water leak through the ceiling in the
chair storage area for a little while, but only when it rains very hard. Our third roofers have
finally found the cause but no sooner than that was repaired, we had another leak through
the skylight in the rear lobby, so Roses are returning next week to hopefully rectify that.

During the gale in January, one of the main gateposts and a gate from the car park blew
down. It has been temporarily repaired but clearly a new gate and posts will be required to
make the lawn area safely enclosed for the Barn Nursery school.

How about coming to Zumba Class on Monday evenings or Yoga on Tuesdays or Keep fit on
Thursdays? Geoff Marcoolyn marcoolyngeoff@gmail.com Tel 222334 or 07776 484698

COURTAULD MEMORIAL HALL

1 Station Road, Colne Engaine, CO6 2ES
FOR ALL YOUR SOCIAL NEEDS

Receptions, Discos & Dances, Children’s Parties, Auctions &
Fundraisers, Exhibitions, Meetings. AMPLE CAR PARKING.
01787 223668 www.courtauldmemorialhall.co.uk
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Communily Energy Project

The Colne Valley Community Energy Project has a packed agenda this month. As of early
January, we've engaged with parish councils in Kelvedon and Finchingfield, and attended
public meetings in Halstead and Great Tey. We've also collaborated with the Community
Energy Essex Network and supported ECC's bid for additional energy initiatives funding.
Our ongoing efforts to launch the Pay as you Go aspect of our scheme are expected to
yield sample contracts by mid-February. If you're considering funding your own solar
panels, don't hesitate to email the project installer, Simcott Renewables -
darran@simcott.co.uk - for a free, no-commitment desktop study. For further information
on any aspect of the project please feel free to contact us. With the new funding, ECC aim
to develop a professional website for the Project - a crucial resource not only for our local
residents but also for other communities nationwide aiming to establish similar projects.
Jill Bruce: jillbruce321@gmail.com

Jane Taylor: chairman@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

Thermal imaging camera We’ve borrowed a thermal imaging camera from Essex County
Council for residents who would like to check whether their homes are leaking heat, so
that they can improve their home insulation and save on fuel bills this winter. If you’d like
to borrow the camera for a day or two, please email Jill at jilloruce321@gmail.com

it’s not just about
knowing the law, it’s also
about the impact we
have on businesses and
our communities

For expert legal advice please call

01206 203864

community@birkettlong.co.uk
birkettlong.co.uk
@birkettlong

[/

BirkettlLong

hereforgood
Basildon Chelmsford ;
o CL/

/ www.colnechurches.com

Solicitors

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority No: 488404

N
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2023 Poppy Appeal Result &

Earls Colne and White Colne collected £8,218.90. Gift Aid should add about another
£440. This is over £600 more than last year (with Gift Aid still to be added) and
becomes the second highest total ever raised (2018 being the highest total at
£9,387.28)

Concentrating our efforts in the Co-op really paid off this year. The total collected in
the Co-op by volunteers or in the tins by the checkouts plus contactless donations was
£6,155.52. That is 75% of the total raised by the entire Poppy Appeal. Our strategic
location and the space to display goods on a small table undoubtedly helped to boost
the total. Contactless takings were also up by £1,000. My thanks go to the Co-op for
letting us collect in their shop.

We ran our regular coffee morning fund raiser on Saturday 11" November. There
seemed to be more in attendance this year and this was reflected in an increase of
more than 10% in takings. The raffle did exceptionally well with plenty of prizes all
donated by individuals or local shops. The cake sale proved popular with every cake,
jar of jam and chutney sold. At 11am we observed the National two- minute silence
and the exhortation was led by our longest serving volunteer, Winsome Grimwood,
who has now achieved an astonishing 65 years as a Poppy Appeal volunteer.

This year has set a new benchmark for
2024; let’s hope that we can beat it.

Thank you to everyone who donated and a
special thanks to the band of volunteers
that makes the whole thing happen.

lan Allman

Poppy Appeal Organiser

NEW BABY GROUP Earls Colne and White Colne
Tuesdays 10.30am - 12.30pm

St. Andrew’s Church, Earls Colne
Specifically for non-mobile babies, and their carers

Run by an NCT trained Practitioner,

including short talks on specific topics: ‘
e Sleep and routines

o Development and play
o Feeding and weaning




IJMAC INTFRIORS

Specialist Painters & Decorators ‘
Zst. 1997 R

-

. All Interior and Exterior Work Undertaken Sy

. Specialist in Period & Listed Properties
. Wallpaper Hanging to the Highest Standards
. Restoration of Ornate Cornices & Ceiling Roses
. References Available
. Fully Insured
Contact: Jeff Macdonald
W) e ST
S MARK . y ‘}P

www.jmac-interiors.co.uk Decorat. ato’ s

LICENSED TO SWEEP

Woodburners ¢ Open fires *« Cookers
All Boilers including pellet
Power Sweeping - The ultimate method
CCTV Surveys & Inspections
All Types of Flue Systems Installed

Call the Professionals we have over 35 years

experience in the chimney industry

FULLY INSURED - CERTIFICATES ISSUED

Motts Garden 01787 474727
School Road

Little Maplestead sales@rceng.co.uk
CO9 2RY www.rceng.co.uk

f
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4
Locad Business Shout Out
What do you do/sell/make: We are a tax and
m accountancy firm based in Braintree, Maldon and

Shoreditch in London. The business has been going for

Ch a p over 50 years, employing local staff and supporting

Chartered ““"“"‘a”“ businesses and clients with their reporting requirements.

As a firm, we are committed to charitable causes and each year the staff picks a charity
to support. This year it is MIND, the mental health charity, and we have already raised
over £3,000 since June 2023. This has been achieved from a variety of events including
our well-supported quiz night, hosted by two senior managers, alongside raffles and
staff socials.

What is the favourite part of your working day: Honestly, | like the early mornings
when | can sort out my work for the day before the phone starts ringing. Talking to
clients takes up a lot of my time and | enjoy finding out their stories and history. As |
look after the personal tax affairs of most of our clients, understanding their needs is
crucial to ensuring that | can give accurate advice. Talking to them to discover their
family history helps me to advise on planning suggestions to save tax.

What is your USP: We are a local business with national reach and expertise. We have
services available to cover all our clients’ needs and even work internationally. These
include accountancy, audits, bookkeeping, payroll, personal and corporate tax, VAT and
specialist work including valuations and Stamp Duty Land Tax (SDLT) advice. | offer
support to solicitors and financial advisors on tax-related matters and often work in
tandem for clients.

Anything else: | work closely with my clients to look at their Inheritance Tax (IHT)
position and can determine whether they are likely to have a tax charge upon death.
The planning offered can then assist with minimising any liability through lifetime
gifting and setting up trusts.

Are you aware that from 2017, if you leave your home to your children or
grandchildren, you can access an additional allowance called the Residence Nil Rate
Band, worth £175,000? If you are married and leave your estates to each other, then
the total allowances available on death can be combined to give you relief of up to
£1,000,000. | work with clients to help maximise reliefs and minimise taxes.

We offer an initial one-hour free meeting to discuss your enquiry
and will be happy to arrange a suitable time to meet up in person.
As a local Colne Engainian myself, | may even be able to come visit
you at home!

Lucy Orrow CTA TEP ATT (Fellow)
Partner
A member of Lambert Chapman LLP




In The Spotlight

In the Spot Light — Juliet Townsend. During a bleak year — 2020 - a pandemic was
raging across the world, and we had a Remembrance Day which would not be
celebrated with parades and services.... However, a trail of poppies appeared at the
Five Bells Pub in Colne Engaine. We were then treated in December to a countdown to
Christmas with images of advent doors; each morning a door was ‘opened’ and a new
image would gaze out of the windows on the residents taking part in their daily fresh
air walk...

The snowdrop fairy then started popping around to people’s houses, leaving her tag on
windows, spreading her hope of a new spring. A clever marketing ploy: if you wanted
some snowdrops in your window, you needed to visit the Five Bells social media and
register your interest, and the fairy would come and visit.

As her skills developed, and the Five Bells was allowed to provide takeout food, we saw
the birth of themed windows featuring whatever fare the publicans — collectively
known as Darraline - were providing that week.

And that was the start of a career Juliet Townsend didn’t see coming but is loving none
the less.

During the 11 weeks of window murals at the Five Bells, and keeping their social media
alive, local people were asking her to do some bits for their homes and businesses —
sunflowers and window murals - and then Halstead Physio asked for a feature window
a month and Juliet started to expand locally.

Juliet is often asked how, when she got into painting murals on Cont’d on pg.30..../

Steve White

Electrical Services

Fully qualified, insured and guaranteed

« Extra sockets/lights « Fault finding/repairs
« Fuse board changes » Qutside power to garden/garage
« Power Showers * Immersion Heaters

FREE ESTIMATES
01787 281254 or 07920 841041
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WE PROVIDE

COMPUTER
REPAIR &
UPGRADE

SERVICES

Check and repair your computer
with our experienced technicians

Open Hours
Monday -Friday
09:00AM - 5:00PM

Sat
09:30 - 12:00pm

Contact Us!

01787 334040
47a High Street, Halstead

Essex C09 23D

Learn More: https://sarala.co.uk




In The Spotlight (Cont'd)
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The snowdrop fairy has been 2

Chelmsford Art



TARMEC Bespoke gates,

& Hardwood or Treated softwood

Made to measure
CROFT :
@aavieadinctig Supply only or Supply and Fit

01787 224848

"*‘MU i

” AR T

A8 LR N aeesd

y.

E,

R

=

g
|
[
|
[ ]
=
B
=
=
-
c
[
[
T
£

P s -

Riverside Business Park, Station Road, Earls Colne CO6 2ER




InwThe Spotlight (Cont’d)

Ziel Design

We are Open
FOR LIVING
Tuesday- Saturday
Paper Carland,
IOam = 5pm THREE METRES IN LENGTH

Come & see us

Add some love
to your home

v

The Old Forge, High St, Earls Colne

01787 22 29 89

32 [/ www.colnechurches.comv



DIRECT MAIL PRINTING PROMOTIONAL

& CAMPAIGNS & DESIGN | PRODUCTS

R ENVELOPE INSERTION POSTERS BRANDED CLOTHING DOORTO DO{
NS FULFILMENT BROCHURES EXHIBITION STATIONERY LEAFLETS
BANNER STANDS LEAFLETS BRANDED PENS AND MUCH MORE...

CONTACT US TODAY Q 01255221322

No matter the size of your ¥ hello@thedsgroup.co.uk
reqguirements, we are

equipped to.assistyou. @ thedsgroup.co.uk




In The Spotlight (Cont’d)

windows, she selects her art materials. Initially she started off with chalk board pens
on glass — all that was available in the pub during lock down. As she developed, she
started trying different paints and pens (she has lovely glass patio doors to practice on
at home!) One of the things important to Juliet is the sustainability of her craft, so the
search started to find refillable ones.

| asked Juliet why she does her installations on glass —they are transitionary, and
temporary, take so long to research, sketch out, bring to a working template and then
progress to being drawn onto the glass, all just to be removed a month later.

‘Each installation is not about me; these pieces are temporary promotional marketing
for a business. | hide easter eggs about the company in each of my drawings —
something the company might not always know about themselves! It is about story
telling in a whimsical way as their business on face value might be unexciting. Everyone
within a business tends to enjoy what they do, so you need to get that out to the
public. Take their passion and personality and put it onto their window. Just because a
business might be about cars, doesn't meant that they don't like musicals.’

Since the very early snowdrop days, Juliet has now been commissioned for pieces in

Gl{e/olley

roundcare i

Grasscutting * Beds and Borders ¢ Fencing * Hedging
* Hard and Soft Landscaping ® Patios ® Driveways
* Mini Digger Work ® Turfing * Ponds
* General Maintenance

Contact David on 07976 554664 for a competitive quote.
Professional and friendly service guaranteed.

Lower Orchard Cottage, Elms Hall Road, Colne Engaine, Colchester,
Essex CO6 2JL Tel: 01787 220358 Mobile: 07976 554664
david@colnevalleygroundcare.co.uk
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In The Spotlight (Cont'd)

Liverpool to commemorate Eurovision, Penguin books at the Red Lion Book shop in
Colchester, featuring the Thursday Murder Club (approved by Richard Osman himself),
a semi-permanent design in Chelmsford, as part of the Concrete Canvas Chelmsford
Street Art Festival, which guaranteed her art work to stay for a year. For this, Juliet
decorated a utilities box with a generic map of meeting places within Chelmsford .

So, on asking Juliet what her favourite/most fun/hardest installations were, she found
it impossible to answer:

‘I always love the last one | have done, | absolutely love what | do, they are always
challenging, | am always over ambitious, and | always surprise myself with what | can
do. I always think hard and do imagery searching, researching, and designing - | love
the whole process.’

| tried a different tact: was there an installation that had affected her on an emotional
level?

‘I did a barber shop in Hedingham to commemorate Remembrance Day. The barber is
ex-RAF and during the internal part of the painting, | realised how important the barber
shop is for the male community, especially with pubs and socialising on the decline.
The bonding, chatting, setting the world to rights, needs a space to be, and barber
shops fill that gap’

We looked back through her work on Instagram, where her work has been appreciated
and enjoyed by many. We managed to narrow the installations down a little bit!

The Narnia Window on the Ministry of Hair and Beauty
was her overall favourite; it was the turning point
where she realised that this is her thing and, yes, she
can paint animals.

Bringing her local environment into her artwork fills her
with joy. When commissioned to create a window for
Owens Aves Opticians featuring flowers wearing
glasses, Juliet was inspired whilst walking her dogs in
the local fields.

Where is Juliet headed next?

Christmas was so busy with installations, all over Essex,
that this year she is looking for ways to develop: diversifying and finding new avenues
to get her art out there. She concludes
‘Like all things in my life, an opportunity will materialise, and | will just go with it and
see where it takes me.’

Interviewed and written by Sue Kenneally



Alotmenty & Commumnity Grdny  St. Andrew’s Book Clul-

We have two vacant allotment plots in St. Andrew’s Book Club meets on the
White Colne. If you are a village second Tuesday of the month - 2pm at
resident, you may rent a plot on an 8 Coggeshall Road, Earls Colne.
annual contract at a very reasonable

Our next meeting:
e Tuesday 13th February 2024

rate.

For further information please contact:

clerk@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk Our February book is:

Platform Seven by Louise Doughty

On Platform Seven, the man on the
bench thinks he is alone, as far away
from the station staff as possible. But
he has company. Lisa Evans knows
what heisabouttodo...

Update on Community Garden.

We are awaiting a planting and
maintenance plan and once received we
hope to hold an open day, inviting
everyone to come along. We shall be
planting seeds and generally chatting
everything fruit and veg! Keep an eye
out for more news soon.

o New members are always welcome.
For further details, please contact
Margaret Hill on 01787 223843

ESSEX AND SUFFOLK ROOFING

Y

ROOF REPAIRS -TRADITIONAL TILING - FLAT ROOFS
Fascia, Soffits, Guttering — Carpentry. Cladding

EARLS COLNE - 01787 224496 — 07795 554442

essexandsuffolkroofing@gmail.com

David Yallop, 6 Oddcroft, Colne Engaine, CO6 2ET
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Film Club- .Y/ SY
This month's film choice is for all you
romantics out there! PLEASE NOTE
CHANGE OF DATE AVOIDING THE CLASH
WITH ASH WEDNESDAY AND VALENTINES
DAY.

The Film - You've Got Mail (starring Tom
Hanks and Meg Ryan)

The Discussion — Wednesday 7th February
2024 gather at 6.45pm for a 7.00pm start
The Where - The Drapers, Earls Colne

For more information, contact Sharon
(revdsdg@gmail.com), Kirsten
(kpt1607 @icloud.com) or Ray
(rawood@me.com)

If you have watched a film that you feel
would lead to a really good, deep,
meaningful and engaging discussion,
please let us know.

PET PALS
FIT & FED

B

Fully insured DOG WALKER
half hourand hour slots available.
Need your animals fed whilst you

take a break? Let us help.
Send us a text or leave a message:
07467 079 600
07930372 219

Dog Walking &

Animal Feeding
Services

For Colne Engaineg

EARLS COLNE LIBRARY

Opens Tues 9am-1pm.
Fri 2pm-7pm.
Sat 9am-5pm.
CLOSED Mon, Wed, Thurs & Sun.

38 High Street, Earls Colne
T: 0345 603 7628

NN AR
HIGH CHORAL MASS
AT STANDREW'S EARLS COLNE

SUNDAY 25TH
FEBRUARY AT 5PM

ALL ARE WELCOME


mailto:colnescurate@gmail.com
mailto:kpt1607@icloud.com
mailto:rawood@me.com

StAndrew’s

COLNE ENGAINE

a
Thank You on behalf of St Andrew’s Church
Thank you to everyone that very kindly
sponsored the Dedicate A Star on the

Christmas Tree in aid of St Andrews Church
Funds.

We are pleased to say we raised £235.

We also ran a Christmas Wreath Workshop
which raised £207 towards the upkeep of
our wonderful church.

May we take this opportunity of thanking
everyone who donated and attended these
events.

Rita Prior

; A
Dramalic Sociely ey
HITE COLN o= -

Applause Theatre presents Gavin
Robertson and Nicholas Collett in

DONE TO DEATH BY JOVE!

The 39 Steps meets Agatha Christie via
Holmes and Watson! A cast of six bring
a comic flurry of suspects and sleuths
together to discover whodunnit, and
how... Except, well... four of the cast
are stuck by the side of the M6 in the
van, and only those two knights of the
Theatre — Sir Gavin and Sir Nicholas —
have managed to get to the venue...
but ‘the show must go on’.

Saturday March 9th 7.30pm in the
White Colne Village Hall. Tickets £12.

Jane Taylor. Tel. 07521 312778; email:
chairman@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

Green Glaze Windows, Doors & Conservatories
Quality as standard at affordable prices

FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL 01787 274475

or email sales@greenglaze.co.uk

www.greenglaze.co.uk

Come and visit us 55 High Street, Halstead CO9 2JD

We are a green environmentally friendly home improvement company, committed to reducing ourcarbon foot print.
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EARLS COLNE & HALSTEAD

jf' Educati?nal
)y Charity

Formed in 1975, the Charity is an Educational Trust that administers funds from
investments, in the form of grants to local young people.

Studying for a degree course?

The Earls Colne and Halstead Educational Charity offers
Resource Grants to young people studying
undergraduate and postgraduate degree courses

(excluding one or two year Foundation courses and Further Education
courses).

To qualify, applicants must:

- be aged between 18 and 25

- have attended school or have
lived, for at least one year, within
the Charity’s area of benefit
(catchment area).

BRAINTREE
DISTRICT

COLCHESTER
DISTRICT

Note: Grants are not means-tested and
anyone can apply as long as you meet
the above criteria.

Find out more:

More information about the Charity and application forms can be found on
our website — www.echec.org.uk . Alternatively call 07539 489477 or
email earlscolnehalstead.edcharity@yahoo.co.uk .



_M
Percival

& COMPANY
EST. 1951

SPECIALISING IN
PROPERTY SALES,
LETTINGS &

MANAGEMENT FOR
OVER 70 YEARS

HIGH STREET, EARLS COLNE
COLCHESTER, ESSEX CO6 2RN

T: 01787 225879
E: EARLSCOLNE@PERCIVALANDCOMPANY.CO.UK
W: WWW.PERCIVALANDCOMPANY.CO.UK
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Up On The Allotment

I have been getting plenty of mulch on the allotment. The plot thickens...

Hairy Potter has inherited a large clump of rhubarb (rheum rhabarbarin) on his plot,
which needs dividing up and replanting. Now is a good
time to do this and | helped in return for a few crowns to
top up my patch. It needed digging down quite deep. It
has been there a few years, but we got it all out. We
were quite rough with it but it’s tough. We pulled out
some nice fresh healthy looking crowns and replanted
them in their new position. My patch is well mulched so
they should be happy there, whereas Hairy’s plot needed
lots of compost digging in first to give the crowns a
better chance. He planted them about 18” (45cm) apart to allow room for them to
spread, with the crowns just poking through the surface.

Image: Pixabay planet_fox

| put some upturned buckets on my existing rhubarb to force some early shoots; should
have some pickings in March.

By the end of Feb, | hope to have laid out my seed potatoes (solanum tuberosum) in
egg trays for ‘chitting’ (encouraging shoots to grow from the eyes of Cont’d ..../

afe

REGISTER

191482




the potatoes). They need to be laid out so they are not touching each other, with the
eyes pointing upwards. An unheated greenhouse or shed will do as long as they are
protected from frost. If really prolonged cold temperatures are forecast, | lay a bit of
fleece or newspaper over them at night.

If the ground isn’t waterlogged or frozen, the end of February is the start of the
outdoor sowing season: this includes parsnips (pastinaca savita), broad beans (vicia
faba) and onion (allium cepa), seeds, not sets.

If you are into growing indoors then there are a few more options, namely, aubergine
(solanum melongena), cucumbers (cucumis sativus) peppers (capsicum) and
greenhouse tomatoes (solanum lycopersicum), for growing on in a cold greenhouse.

By the way, ladies, it can be very cold this time of year, so do let your men back indoors
occasionally.

Just a final thought, if olive oil comes from olives, where does baby oil come from?

‘Laters taters’
Gary
Keep calm and carry on weeding.

Facias and Guttering, uPVC and Aluminium, Shop Fronts,
Manual and Automatic Entrances and much more!!

Colne Valley windows

Your local double glazing company

Windows, Doors, conservatories, Bi-Folding Doors, Soffits,
T—

Transferable 10 Year Insurance
Backed Guarantee

Over 30 Years Experience

Free Quotation

Local Family Run Business

AN N

For your free quotation
please call us on 01787 827382

FENSA

Registered Company

Energy Website www.colnevalleywindows.co.uk
Efcent | Email: info@colnevalleywindows.co.uk

Windows
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Puszszles

wrolkinlng

Letter Tiles

Unscramble

Bar|trelp t|g

the tiles to
reveal the

message.

Tiles can be

February Crossword

Across

4. Which Mediterranean Island was
Napoleon Bonaparte exiled to?

5. What was Muhammad Ali’s real name?

used once
only.

8. The oldest alliance in the world is [*
between England and which other

European country?

Down

1. Street artist Banksy is originally
associated with which British city?

2. What was the old name for a Snickers
bar before it changed in 19907

3. First name of the author of Charlie &
the Chocolate Factory?

6. What has expired for Mickey Mouse?

7. How many planets are in our solar
system?

| B 7]

2 X X
7 h=4

8 ]

Checkmate in One

White turn to go.

Move:
To:

All answers on page 55

By George Rust




The

B/HRN

Nursery School

Happy New Year
to one & all
from our Barnlings
at Colne Engaine

We are thrilled to be a part of the Colne Engaine community and are

looking forward to forging new connections in the village this year.

Waiting list open for September 2024 & beyond

* Children from 2.5 to 5 years *

AM Session ~ £17 Lunch ~ £3 PM session ~ £17

9:15am - 12:15pm 12.15pm - 12.45pm 12.45pm - 3.45pm
** We accept 2 Year, 15 & 30 Government Funded hours accepted subject to eligibility.
Additional Service charges may apply **

l: ¢ i FOLLOW US ON Follow n
Email: iwantaplace@hotmail.com .,v r@ g ollow Us 0
Tel: ©790 7177 147
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Recipe Corner

Cabbage with Zing

This time of year, cabbage is seasonal. If
you order a weekly vegetable box, as | do,
you will receive lots of them and there they
sit in the fridge, so lonely, while you think
to yourself “I will use that cabbage...
tomorrow perhaps?” But as we all know
cabbage is not very interesting served by
itself, boiled or steamed, and tastes
disgusting when overcooked.

So, what do you do with it? In summer,
you can make coleslaw, but now it’s
winter. Minestrone? Curry? Stir-fry
(although pak choi works better here)?
And maybe you do want to use it as a side
vegetable but can’t face a heap of dull
white shredded leaves on your plate. Try
this. East Asian in concept, it has a
pleasant spicy zing.

Method

Ingredients

Half a small cabbage (about 120zs)
(shredded, with a knife or in the food
processor)

1 medium-sized carrot (grated)

1 inch root ginger (grated)

2 big cloves of garlic (crushed)

1 tablespoonful rice vinegar

1 tablespoonful light soy sauce

2 tablespoonsful sesame seeds

2 tablespoonsful oil for cooking (Rapeseed
oil is best.)

2 tablespoonsful fresh parsley (chopped)
(optional)

e Dry roast the sesame seeds in a pan, until light brown. Remove from pan. (Don't
leave them on the heat to turn dark brown, as they will continue to cook after you
have removed them from the pan and will burn.)

¢ Heat oil in pan.

e Add grated ginger and crushed garlic and fry for

about a minute.

e Add grated carrot and shredded cabbage to pan

and stir repeatedly until they are cooked

through (for about ten-fifteen minutes). If the

vegetables start to catch and burn, add
tablespoonfuls of water.

e Just before serving, add rice vinegar and light

soy sauce and stirin.

e Serve hot and sprinkle with roasted sesame

seeds, and parsley (if using).

Rosemary Johnson




Going Walk About

For all walkers, old and new, our walks in 2024 will continue to take place on the fourth
Saturday of each month, starting at 10:00, unless there is an exceptional circumstance.

Several people have expressed interest in longer walks and the option of other days than a
Saturday. To accommodate this, | will trial an additional, longer walk on the Tuesday
following the fourth Saturday, and will review this arrangement in June. The longer walk
will be from the same location and may include all, or parts of, the shorter walk. Getting
organised! The following list gives relevant dates and proposed start locations.

February — Saturday 24" and Tuesday 27" Lamarsh Lion, Lamarsh, CO8 SEP
March* — Saturday 23 and Tuesday 26™ White Hart, Coggeshall, CO6 1NH
April** — Saturday 27" and Tuesday 30™ Cricketers, Fordham Heath, CO3 9TG
May — Saturday 25" and Tuesday 28" Five Bells, Colne Engaine, CO6 2HY

*Sponsored walk in-aid of the Greenway Project — path/cycleway from Halstead to
Kelvedon via Marks Hall, sponsor forms and more info to follow...

** Bluebell walk via Hill House wood

Look forward to meeting you all along the way — please email me rawood@me.com if you
are interested in coming along to any of the above. Best wishes, Ray

@NNY JEG60

GINNY JEGGO

SPORTS MASSAGE TH RAPIST

| am a level 3 Sports Massage Therapist and also specialise in Hot Stone & Indian Head
Massage | treat a range of people from amateur sports people ofﬁarymg ability,
various manual workers and professnonals who spen hours. workmg behind

computers and have associated neck and back pain through poor posture.
Whatever your problemithere will be a massage'to suit and to alleviate any pain.

GINNYSPORTSTHERAPYMASSAGE@GMAIL.COM // 07792424061
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'S | LOOKING
( SPCafé  AFTEROUR

Church PLANET

EOOTPRINTS

BEAUTY

Footprints Beauty in Earls Colne offers
treatments by a fully qualified therapist with 20
years plus experience, using top quality products.

Specialising in Guinot facials, intimate waxing for
women using hot wax, all types of strip waxing,
manicures, pedicures, back cleanse, lash & brow
tint........ and a few more!

Set in a be-spoke, cosy salon where comfort
and relaxation is a priority!

Tel: 07957 211708
Email: footprintsbeauty@hotmail.com

Web: www.footprintsbeauty.co.uk

THE

LAWNOLOGIST

Vi

‘l : V

PREMIUM GRASS CARE SPECIALISTS ﬁ‘[’l
Equipped for prestige larger lawns | g?‘ &

Bespoke seasonal treatments

Tailored lawn care plans

01206 688425
07539 050814

ERE IEAWIN QOGRS TG O S UK
INFO@THELAWNOLOGIST.CO.UK




From the Archive

Memories of Greenhills Nursery

Several years ago, the Children's Society published a Christmas card which made me
smile every time | looked at it. Designed by an adult to look like a child's painting, it
shows the shepherds and the wise men lining up with Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus
as if for the christening photograph. In the background, above their heads, the angels
appear to be bouncing on trampolines. The card bears the title “The Hoolie Family”.
I've kept a copy of the card, partly because it cheers me up and partly to remind me
that, for several years, Earls Colne had a direct connection with the Children's Society.

In 1960 the Society acquired the house called Greenhills just past the Recreation
Ground and adapted it as a residential Nursery for young children awaiting adoption.
Local people were pleased to support the Nursery in any way possible and the annual
fund-raising Garden Party brought coachloads of visitors from other parts of the Dio-
cese.

The Society began life as “Waifs and Strays” in 1881, later adopting the title “Church of
England Children's Society”. By the 1970s, like other social work organisations, the Soci-
ety had moved away from residential care and now “reaches out to over 40,000 young

people each year, helping them to
PEARTREE achieve a better future,” according to its
BED & BREAKFAST annual report.

The Greenbhills Nursery closed in 1971 but
one recent visitor to the village became
very emotional when she was shown the
building where her late father had spent
the first few months of his life.

Jill & Chris warmly
welcome you to
their 17" Century
cottage in

Colne Engaine.
David Brown
2 double bedrooms
plus cosy sitting room
and private facilities.
English or Continental breakfast.
Countryside views and walks.

Also available Shepherds Hut style
accommodation, double occupancy
with en-suite.

T: 01787 223348
M: 07919 200646

E: info@peartreebedandbreakfast.co.uk
www.peartreebedandbreakfast.co.uk
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QNIEL ROBINSON & SC@

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Incorporating Derek Holmes

24 hour family care-line

Friendly, helpful service at your time of need

31 High Street
HALSTEAD

CO9 2AA

01787 475533

Ask us about...
\ I J S Funeral Plans




What's On In White Colne?

Winter Hub in the hall: every Monday until Easter. 8.30am — 4.30pm
Free for everyone. Come and enjoy your own hub, hot desks for those working from
home, convivial company, light breakfasts and lunches, cakes, and snacks.

White Colne Sewing Bees:

Every Thursday evening in the hall 7.30pm to 9.30pm
February dates: 1%, 8" 15" 22", 29", Everyone welcome.

Stationmasters Community Café in the hall: Second and fourth Fridays of the month.
February 9" and 23rd. March 8" and 22™. A not-for-profit café.

Saturday March ot 7.30pm in the hall. Tickets £12: Applause Theatre presents Gavin
Robertson and Nicholas Collett in DONE TO DEATH BY JOVE!

Village market returns on March 16" in and around the hall the third Saturday of every
month 9am to midday, light breakfasts available.

Parish Council meeting: Third Tuesday of alternate months March 19" 7.30pm in the
village hall.

Jane Taylor E: chairman@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk T:07521 312778

Jean Cooper

01787 473 737
07754 692 778

Email: info@theretreatselfcatering.co.uk
Web: www.theretreatselfcatering.co.uk

Motts Garden, School Road, Little Maplestead, Halstead, Ess

[
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St Amd/re/wy

Parish of St Andrew’s Colne Engaine
Your Church needs you....
We are looking for volunteers to join the PCC

We are looking for a secretary to take minutes at the six PCC meetings a year and one
Annual Meeting. The role involves preparing agenda, taking notes and typing up
minutes and sending out to PCC members, sending out thank you letters and general
correspondence. You do not need shorthand for this role, just note taking skills.

Volunteers to assist with fund raising for the church development project.
General volunteers to support the church’s work in the village.
All help greatly appreciated.
These posts are voluntary; however, any expenses incurred will be refunded.

If you are interested in helping in your community then in the first instance, please
contact Rita Prior on 01787 736385 or email ritaprior31@gmail.com

~ BROOKS

your search is over...
you’ve found the premier transport and warehouse solution

« Same Day, Next Day, Timed, Economy and Bespoke Services
e Fast Turnaround, Competitive Prices and a Friendly, Efficient Service
e Direct Door to Door, Collection and Delivery
* Independent Haulier, Not Part of a Hub system
« National Groupage, Part Loads, Full Loads and Specialised Movement
» Comprehensive Warehousing, Pick and Pack Facilities
 Racked and free-standing storage
« State-of-the-art administrative technology

Contact our Sales Team on:

BROOKS TRANSPORT SERVICES LIMITED

Unit 15 Second Avenue Bluebridge Industrial Estate Halstead Essex CO9 2SU
Tel 01787 476624 Email sales@brooks-transport.co.uk
Web www.brooks-transport.co.uk
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Pawishv Council

Members of the Village’s Parish Councils work hard to ensure that the Three Colnes
remain a beautiful and tranquil place to live. If you have any comments or suggestions,
please feel free to contact them.

COLNE ENGAINE

CLLR ALAN BARNARD—01787 224709 CLLR SARAH DIGNASSE—01787 222792
(Chairman) alan@colne-engaine.org.uk (Vice Chair) sarah@colne-engaine.org.uk
EALC REPRESTENTATIVE; TOWNLANDS TRUST; RECREATION GROUND; VILLAGE SCHOOL,;
BURCHES MEADOW LIAISON; SEXTON’S FIELD  VILLAGE HALL LIAISON

TRUSTEE; FUNDING FOR VILLAGE PROJECTS CLLR NIGEL WARWICK

DEFRIBRILLATOR WARDEN nigel@colne-engaine.org.uk

FINANCE COMMITTEE; BURCHES MEADOW
LIAISON; FESTIVAL LIAISON

CLLR IAN MESSENGER—07799 212266
ian@colne-engaine.org.uk

FINANCE COMMITTEE; FUNDING FOR

HELEN BISCOE-DAVIS VILLAGE PROJECTS; WEBSITE, I.T., AND
helen@colne-engaine.org.uk ARCHIVE LIAISON

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

CLLR TERRY FLOYD
terry@colne-engaine.org.uk

TREE WARDEN; FOOTPATHS; TOWNLANDS
TRUST; SEXTON'’S FIELD TRUSTEE

CLLR PAT TAYLOR—01787 224876
GRAHAME WALKINGSHAW —07837 669500 pat@colne-engaine.org.uk

PARISH CLERK & FINANCIAL OFFICER EALC REPRESENTATIVE; TREE WARDEN
clerk@colne-engaine.org.uk

DOWNLOAD THE LATEST PARISH COUNCIL NOTES FROM:
WWW.COLNE-ENGAINE.ORG.UK/MEETINGS

ESSEX COUNTY COUNCILLORS

County Councillor Chris Siddall District Councillor George Courtauld
cllr.chris.siddall@essex.gov.uk clir.gcourtauld@braintree.gov.uk
District Councillor Gabrielle Spray MP for Braintree James Cleverly
cllr.gspray@braintree.gov.uk james.cleverly.mp@parliament.uk

To contact your councillors in Earls Colne, visit their website: https://www.earlscolne-
pc.gov.uk/ and click on the Parish Council tab and select councillors.
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Powishv Council

EARLS COLNE

NIKKI SPELLING is the Chair
nicola.spelling@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk
TONY CALTON is responsible for Vice Chair
and Neighbourhood Plan and Planning
Applications
tony.calton@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

HUGH STREET is responsible for
Neighbourhood Plan and Planning
Applications
hugh.street@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

JACKIE PARISH is responsible for the Village
Hall jackie.parish@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

NIK MCKEAN is responsible for the Village
Hall nik.mckean@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

KATY KERSLAKE is responsible for
Communications
katy.kerslake@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

RAY RANNS is responsible for the
Working Group Activity-Communication
and Asset Management/Finance
ray.ranns@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

JONATHAN HAPPS — More details to
follow

Four Vacancies — could one of them be
for you?

All Members are jointly responsible for
Village Environment and Planning

HITE COLNE

Clir. Jane Taylor— 07521 312778
chair@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr. Kris Bell
Cllr.kbell@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

(Chairman) BALC executive; climate
action, community energy ,community
liaison, grant funding, village hall —
managing and estate

Clir. James Bond is Vice chair .
Clir.jbond@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk
Highways, village green, village hall

estate.

Clir. Paul Batchford

ClIr.pbatchford @whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk
Environment ( includes footpaths)
meadows, river (includes flooding)

Clir. Denise Drizen
Clir.ddrizen@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk
Allotments,defibrillator, village hall estate.

Defibrillator, web site and T, village hall
estate.

Clir.John Brace
Clir.jbrace@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk
Highways, planning, policies, community
garden

Clir.John Wilson
Clirjwilson@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk
Allotments, environment, planning,
policies, river.

Petra Palfreyman is Parish Clerk and
financial officer— 07876 198748
clerk@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Distance | Single | Return | Single | Return
Essex and Suffolk Lessthan | ¢ 0 | £3.50 | £1.50 | £2.00
DaRT 2 miles
01621 874411 Between
2and 5 £4.50 £6.50 £2.50 £3.50
When does it operate? e
Morethan | ¢o 5y | £g.00 | £3.00 | £4.50
DaRT 3 operates between 0600 and 2000, 5 miles

Monday to Saturday. Unlike a bus service
there is no set route and timetable.

Concessionary pass holders - valid after 0900
Monday to Friday and all day Saturday

@ How do | book a journey? f How can | pay?

You can pay on the bus or by debit/credit card
over the telephone.

* Where you would like to be collected from ===
* What time you need to go {
(please give at least 2 hours notice before
travelling)

DaRT 3 covers the parishes of:
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Alphamstone Ashen Belchamp Otten Belchamp St. Paul | Belchamp Walter
Birdbrook Borley Bulmer Bures Hamlet Colne Engaine
Earls Colne Foxearth Great Henny Great Yeldham Greenstead Green
Halstead Town Lamarsh Liston Little Henny Little Yeldham
Middleton Ovington Pebmarsh Pentlow Ridgewell
Stambourne Steeple Bumpstead Tilbury Juxta Clare | Toppesfield
Twinstead Wickham St. Paul [White Colne
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WEG%H EVERY THURSDAY
ST ANDREWS CHURCH
COLNE ENGAINE
Dry Organic Carpet Cleaning

AGES 5-105!
Deep Powerful DRY Clean

Checkmate in One ALL ABILITIES WELCUME
Upholstery Cleaning also available
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Move: Al to: A8

For a FREE no obligation quote
please telephone Stephen on:

01787 223857 | 07793 153987
I




Br(zigwct;ee FEBRUARY 2024
foodbahk SHOPPING LIST

Food Items: Gluten Free Alternatives

Non Food Items: Deodorant - Spray / Roll On; Shampoo; Conditioner;
Shower Gel; Toilet Rolls; Feminine Hygiene Products (Towels and
Tampons); Nappies 4,5,6; Dog Food;

We ask for small packs as larger packs do not fit in our boxes making it difficult for our
clients to carry home. Also, we are unable (for hygiene reasons) to split large size or
catering packs

We are always pleased to accept monetary donations if you prefer

We follow the standards set by the Food Standards Agency. We can only accept donations of unopened and
undamaged goods well within their “Use By” date (no less than six months if possible). Items that do not meet
these requirements cannot be used and your donation may be wasted.

Contact us: Telephone 01376 330694 m:::g:::jx:::t::ﬁ: ¢
Email: info@braintreearea.foodbank.org.uk e e Sk o Dy

Next Generation Woodstoves
To comply with new efficiency & emission regulations

Earls Colne

Colne &
Stoves
Ltd s
St Edmunds

www.colnestoves.com
01787 222 608
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The Thiree Colnes Diawy 25

Brew n’ Chat, Colne Engaine 2pm (p.16); White Colne Sewing Bees 7.30pm (p.50);

1 |Thu . . .
Community Choir, Colne Engaine 6pm (p.55)

2 | Fri

3 |Sat

4 | Sun

5 | Mon | Zumba Class, Colne Engaine (p23); White Colne Winter Hub 8.30am (p.50)

6 |Tue COPY DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY ISSUE; Yoga Class Colne Engaine (p23); Baby Group
Meeting St. Andrew’s Church, EC 10.30am (p.25)

7 |Wed |Brew n’ Chat, Earls Colne 2pm (p.16); Film Club 6.45pm (p.37)

8 |Thu Brew n’ Chat, Colne Engaine 2pm (p.16); Keep Fit Class Colne Engaine (p23); White
Colne Sewing Bees 7.30pm (p.50); Community Choir, Colne Engaine 6pm (p.55)

9 |[Fri White Colne Stationmasters Community Café 9am (p.50)

10 |Sat

11 |Sun

12 | Mon |Zumba Class, Colne Engaine (p23); White Colne Winter Hub 8.30am (p.50)
Luminous Does Pancakes 3.30pm (p.7); Yoga Class Colne Engaine (p23); St. Andrew’s

13 [Tue |Book Club Meeting: 2pm at 8 Coggeshall Road, Earls Colne (p.36); Baby Group
Meeting St. Andrew’s Church, EC 10.30am (p.25)

14 |Wed |Brew n’ Chat, Earls Colne 2pm (p.16)

15 | Thu Brew n’ Chat, Colne Engaine 2pm (p.16); Keep Fit Class Colne Engaine (p23); White
Colne Sewing Bees 7.30pm (p.50); Community Choir, Colne Engaine 6pm (p.55)

16 | Fri

17 |Sat

18 |Sun

19 | Mon |Zumba Class, Colne Engaine (p23); White Colne Winter Hub 8.30am (p.50)

20 | Tue Yoga Class Colne Engaine (p23); Baby Group Meeting St. Andrew’s Church, EC
10.30am (p.25);

21 | Wed | Brew n’ Chat, Earls Colne 2pm (p.16)

22 | Thu Brew n’ Chat, Colne Engaine 2pm (p.16); Keep Fit Class Colne Engaine (p23); White
Colne Sewing Bees 7.30pm (p.50); Community Choir, Colne Engaine 6pm (p.55)

23 | Fri White Colne Stationmasters Community Café 9am (p.50)

24 |Sat | Going Walk About, Lamarsh Lion 10am (p.46)

25 |Sun

26 | Mon |Zumba Class, Colne Engaine (p23); White Colne Winter Hub 8.30am (p.50)

27 | Tue Yoga Class Colne Engaine (p23); Going Walk About, Lamarsh Lion 10am (p.46); Baby
Group Meeting St. Andrew’s Church, EC 10.30am (p.25);

28 | Wed | Brew n’ Chat, Earls Colne 2pm (p.16)

29 | Thu Brew n’ Chat, Colne Engaine 2pm (p.16); Keep Fit Class Colne Engaine (p23); White

Colne Sewing Bees 7.30pm (p.50); Community Choir, Colne Engaine 6pm (p.55)
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Councils Accountants 18
Braintree District Council 01376 552525 Baby Group 25
Colchester Borough Council 01206 282222 Beauty Treatments 14,47
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01787 475944 Carpet Cleaning 55
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Printing Company 33
If you are an officer of a club or group in one Quak.er Meeting House Hire 10
. . Roofing 36
of the Three Colne Villages and would like to Self Catering Accommodation =
place information about the group’s —
- . . Solicitors 24
activities and events in the magazine for -
free, please contact the Editor (pg. 2). sports Massage Therapist 46
Swimming Pool Hire 7
Tablet Repairs 29
Transport Company 51
58 / WWW.COLVL@C;MM’MOOWU Tree Surgeon 8
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HERITAGE

Free Market Appraisals

Sales & Letting Agent
54 High Street
Earls Colne
CO6 2PB
01787 722000

www.essexheritage.co.uk
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75 HIGH STREET, EARLS COLNE, CO6 2QX

JOIN THE ZERO WASTE MOVEMENT & REFILL OR MAKE YOUR
OWN CLEANING PRODUCTS

ECO TIP: DIY TOILET CLEANER

200G CITRICACID

150ML JUST BOILED WATER

20ML WASHING UP LIQUID

PLACE THE CITRIC ACID IN A HEATPROOF CONTAINER STIR
IN THE WATER UNTIL CLEAR. MIX IN WASHING UP LIQUID.
LEAVE TO COOL THEN POUR INTO A SPRAY BOTTLE.



