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Welcome V2

Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year

| hope that you all get what you want from Father Christmas :
this year! | need more time — as those eagle eyed readers last . .
week would have seen by my many typos! | missed my own
deadline to get copy to the proof reader, and wrote in haste,
so apologies for my terrible diction, and | hope that this is not
something that happens that often. This just goes to show
how important all the volunteers are within the magazine, as
without them we wouldn’t have such a well oiled and put
together publication!

So you can see what we do, | would love to introduce the
team (we will try and get a team photo at some point):

Sue Kenneally (that’s me) — Editor

Jonathan White — Typesetter

Catherine Doran — Advertising Coordinator

Godfrey Evans — Proof Reader

Geoff Marcoolyn — Distribution Coordinator — Colne Engaine

Ray Wood (and Margaret Hill) — Distributions overseer, and Coordinator — Earls Colne
Jane Taylor (vacancy) — Distribution Coordinator — White Colne

Then, we have dozens of distributors who make sure that the magazine gets through
your front door as soon as possible once printed.

We are always looking for more volunteers, proof readers, editorial content writers,
feature columnists and so on, so If you wish to be a part of the team in any way, please
drop me an email threecolnesmagazine@gmail.com and | will make sure the right
person gets back in touch with you.

Within this month’s full colour bumper double Christmas/New Year issue, we have a
plethora of fab things going on in the Three Colnes and beyond. Check out the
Ploughman’s lunch on pg. 36, or the Carols on the Green pg. 42. If you have ever
wondered how to make Mince Meat — our recipe this month is a simple, yet very
effective recipe (pg. 42) — if anyone needs their mince pies taste tested, you know
where | am! We have news from White Colne (pg. 47), from the Four Colnes
Horticultural Society (pg. 49) and the Heritage Museum (pg. 51) plus a full run down of
all the Christmas Services throughout our three beautiful churches on pg. 66.

Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas, and a sparkly New Year

Sue and the Three Colnes Magazine Team.
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The Three Colnes Churches S

For baptisms, weddings and funerals: please contact The Reverend Mark Payne on
01787 220347 or colnesvicar@gmail.com 20 Swallowfield, Earls Colne, CO6 2SW.
Reverend Sharon Quilter (Associate Priest) revdsdqg@gmail.com

For all other matters: please contact the Church Wardens of the Church in question:

EARLS COLNE

Mr. Ray Wood & Mrs. Helen Sherfield -
07908 138853
ecchurchwardens@gmail.com

PCC Secretary: Caroline Smith
standrewearlscolne@gmail.com
Treasurer: Helen Brooks
ecpctreasurer@gmail.com

COLNE ENGAINE
George Courtauld - 07968 496235
georgecourtauld@aol.com

PCC Secretary: Candy Robson

Postoral Cowe

Church Warden Vacancy:
St. Andrew’s Church, Colne Engaine

WHITE COLNE
Mr. Christopher Chamberlain
01787 222200 wecw@hotmail.co.uk

Are you lonely, bereaved, unwell, feeling low or simply wanting someone to listen?
Our Pastoral Care Team are here to help. We serve the three Colnes and are happy to
talk with you, in person, on the phone or via zoom.

Just call 01787 220347 or email: pastoralcare.threecolnes@gmail.com

Lunchtime Recital 5

St. Andrew’s Church, Earls Colne, Thursday
12th December 2024, 1.00 pm to 1.40 pm

Camerata sings Christmas and Edward
Preston plays Chopin

e Free entry e Refreshments available - or
bring your own lunch e Retiring collection

For further details contact: Liz Pottinger —
liz.pottinger@hotmail.co.uk

QUAKER MEETING HOUSE
EARLS COLNE
is available for hire.

A warm and friendly venue for leisure and
educational groups, tea parties, children’s
parties and alcohol free events.

£10.00 per hour

Sunday Meeting for Worship 10.30am
Please call 01206 240929 for details.
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Thoughty for the month 54

You might expect a vicar to like Christmas. | don’t like the season; | absolutely love it.
Those of you who know me well will be aware that | have been announcing the number
of sleeps until Christmas since... well, January probably! As | write there are 55 sleeps to
go!

So, what is it about Christmas that | love?

I love that most people are a little kinder to each other, it’s good to see the Christmas
spirit in our communities. People are volunteering in different ways in places like the
Foodbank, Community and Charity shops, Street Pastors, Soul Food, our churches, the
list goes on. Maybe I’'m imagining it, but it also seems that more people let you out of a
junction in your car more often, more people smile, and more hold the door open for
others to come through.

I also love the music. As for carols — fortunately | can’t get enough of them! I’'m also a
bit of a crooner it has to be said, so from the middle of November ‘Heart Christmas’ is
on the car radio and | can often be caught singing along to classics such as ‘White
Christmas’.

Which reminds me, | love Christmas movies, films that make you smile and feel as
warm on the inside as you might be on the outside snuggled under a blanket as you
watch. My favourite - well, that has to be ‘It's A Wonderful Life’.

Driving down a street and seeing Christmas lights in our communities and in our homes
brings such joy, and there’s something very special about being sat in front of a fire
whose flickering light joins that of the lights from the Christmas tree.

I love spending time with family and friends, and as lovely as receiving presents is, |
much prefer to give them.

But Christmas is a polarising time for many, in part due to all the things | mention above
— because that’s not everybody’s reality. Unemployment, ill health, bereavement,
loneliness, homelessness, addiction, domestic violence, crime, asylum status, choices of
heating or eating and all kinds of brokenness, can all make Christmas a really hard time,
because of the contrast between the joy and expectation of the season, and the lived
reality.

If we only look at the secular aspects of Christmas it will at times, in each of our lives,
fall short. However, if we reach to the Christ of Christmas (the main reason for my love
of this time of year) this season can be a time that has the power to transform our lives
in whatever situation we find ourselves.

The coming of Jesus into our world was always part of God’s plan, to choose to live and
share our human life in the person of Jesus, and it’s no coincidence that his earthly life
begins and ends in vulnerability. Jesus was not a stranger to the mess of ..... Cont’d /



Thoughtys for the montiv }X{_

life; he was born in a manger, his family
had to flee and become refugees in Egypt
to protect him and themselves, and the
wood of the manger was echoed in the
wood of the cross thirty-three years later.
Jesus brought God’s physical presence
into history and as a result God is able to
say to you and me - “l am right with you,
even in the mess.”

Wherever you are as we approach
Christmas my prayer for you is that you
will hear, know and feel that God is with
you.

Christmas Blessings,

A

P Aol

Carols in
The Lion

Tuesday
17th
December
from

7.30pm g \

Next Generation Woodstoves
To comply with new efficiency & emission regulations

L

Earls Colne

Colne
&
Stoves ‘
Ltd = B
St Edmunds

www.colnestoves.com
01787 222 608
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Sexrvices for December M

Date Time Church Service
10am Earls Colne # Morning Worship
10am Colne Engaine Morning Worship
Sunday 1st
10am White Colne Holy Communion
S5pm Earls Colne # High Mass Darkness to light
9.30am Earls Colne Holy Communion
Wednesday 4th
3.30pm Colne Engaine 3:30 Express
Wednesday 11th 9.30am Colne Engaine BCP Holy Communion

Colne Engaine
Village Green
Saturday 14th S5pm . . Carols on the Green
(with procession

from Church)

10am Earls Colne # Holy Communion
10am Colne Engaine Mattins
Sunday 15th
10am White Colne Family Carol Service
S5pm Colne Engaine Candlelit Carols & Readings
The Lion, .
Thursday 17th 7pm Carols in the Pub
Earls Colne
9.30am Earls Colne Holy Communion
Wednesday 18th
7pm Earls Colne # Film Night: Journey to Bethlehem
10am Earls Colne # Morning Worship
Sunday 22nd 10am Colne Engaine Holy Communion
S5pm Earls Colne # Choral Candlelit Carols & Readings
3pm Colne Engaine Crib Service
Christmas Eve S5pm Earls Colne # Family Carol Service
11.15pm Earls Colne # Midnight Communion
Christmas Morning
10am Earls Colne # .
Holy Communion
. . Christmas Morning
Christmas Day 10am Colne Engaine .
Holy Communion
. Christmas Morning
10am White Colne

Holy Communion

Sunday 29th 10.30am Halstead TEAM SERVICE




Sevvices for Jonurowy }V

Date Time Church Service
Wednesday 1st 9.30am Earls Colne Holy Communion
10am Earls Colne # Morning Worship
Sunday 5th 10am Colne Engaine Morning Worship
10am White Colne Holy Communion
. Book of Common Prayer Holy
Wednesday 8th 9.30am Colne Engaine .
Communion
10am Earls Colne # All Age Worship
Sunday 12th ) Plough Sunday
1lam Colne Engaine
followed by Ploughmans Lunch
Wednesday 15th 9.30am Earls Colne Holy Communion
10am Earls Colne # Holy Communion
10am Colne Engaine Mattins
Sunday 19th
10am White Colne Morning Worship
6.30pm Earls Colne Café Church
Wednesday 22nd 9.30am Earls Colne Holy Communion
10am Earls Colne # Morning Worship
Sunday 26th 10am Colne Engaine Holy Communion
5pm Earls Colne # Evensong
Wednesday 29th 9.30am Earls Colne Holy Communion

# These services will be live-streamed on Zoom together with our Online Services on
Facebook Live. Details of our Zoom link and our Facebook page can be found at
www.colnechurches.com/pew-news

In addition to the above services, at 9am on each Saturday morning you are invited to
Morning Prayer on Facebook Live.
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Prwnow School e
e

Colne Engaine School continues to be a busy, thriving place to be.

At the end of October, the Year 6 boys won the regional football tournament and are
through to the area final! Congratulations to the team and huge thanks go to the
parents who not only gave lifts to the event but got the squad together for a practice.
It is only with this fantastic support that we make these things happen for our children.

November has been a month of fund-raising and supporting people within and beyond
the school. Mrs Lambert organised the school’s collection of shoeboxes for Ukraine.
These boxes contain all manner of lovely surprises for children for Christmas as well as
items for female relations.

FACES and the children have raised over £1,500 for school funds through a sponsored
walk. This was a huge success, and it was sunny for the whole afternoon after days of
rain! A brilliant effort by all involved. We will be purchasing lots of maths resources for
the whole school with the money raised.

Also, during this month, we held a two-minute silence to remember those who fought
—and are still fighting — in wars and those who made the ultimate sacrifice. We talked
to the children about the significance of the poppy and many of them had joined in

with parades around the local area on Remembrance Sunday. ... Cont’d /

Green Glaze Windows, Doors & Conservatories
Quality as standard at affordable prices

FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL 01787 274475

or email sales@greenglaze.co.uk

www.greenglaze.co.uk

Come and visit us 55 High Street, Halstead CO9 2JD

ultraframe

We are a green environmentally friendly home improvement company, committed to reducing ourcarbon foot print.



Prvma/r School .
o~

An important part of our work in school this month has been promoting the ‘behaviour
bees’ and our updated guidelines for supporting children to look after each other and
our school. We have created clear expectations for everyone to follow in the different
areas of school, such as classrooms, playground, the office and hall. We took part in
Anti-bullying Week which had a focus ‘Choose Respect’. At the end of Anti-bullying
Week, we wore odd socks to symbolise the fact that we are all different but all equal
and an important part of the school family.

Some children were fortunate enough to attend an
additional forest-school type session and had a
great time making dormice (pictured right) and
enjoying hot chocolate amongst other fun things!
These sessions are free to us and run by volunteers
so we are very grateful to be given this opportunity
and if the organisation continues to receive
funding, hopefully we will be able to take more
groups in the new year. Lisa Dale, Headteacher

‘ olne
Volley

roundcare

Grasscutting * Beds and Borders * Fencing * Hedging
* Hard and Soft Landscaping ® Patios ® Driveways
* Mini Digger Work ® Turfing * Ponds
* General Maintenance

Contact David on 07976 554664 for a competitive quote.
Professional and friendly service guaranteed.

Lower Orchard Cottage, Elms Hall Road, Colne Engaine, Colchester,
Essex CO6 2JL Tel: 01787 220358 Mobile: 07976 554664
david@colnevalleygroundcare.co.uk
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AUTUMN COLOURS

The colour fairies have been really busy this year, just look at
all those lovely leaves on the trees and hedgerows. Itis a
little-known fact that every single leaf has its own number
embossed on the underside, only visible to the colour fairies.
Each number corresponds to a different colour - the fairies
gather around the giant golden acorn cup and select random
acorns that, when broken open reveal a coloured number; it is then the job of the fairies to
complete the ‘colour by numbers’ picture before all the leaves fall and trigger their
hibernation period.

Some would say this is an ancient myth that has been passed down through the
generations, and as my grandad would say ‘the story has grown a beard’. However, | think
there could be something in it - | mean we know there are tooth fairies, flower fairies and
washing and ironing fairies so why not (in my house anyway?) By comparison the story
‘THEY’ want us to believe (whoever ‘they’ are) is, in my opinion, much more of a stretch to
the imagination - let me tell you what | have found out through my extensive research.
(okay so it was ten minutes on google - other search engines are available!)  ..... Cont’d /

HOBBS

ESTATES
Hobbs Estates proudly sponsor The Three Colnes Parish Magazine.

Our family run business has been trading for over 60 years. We are
property landlords, developers and investors with a portfolio that
includes office, industrial and warehouse space.

Find out more about us, and our available units, by visiting:
Website: www.hobbsestates.co.uk
Instagram: @hobbs_estates LinkedIn: Hobbs Estate Ltd




Gardening (Cont’'d) @™

Apparently leaves contain pigments that help them to obtain food through a chemical
process (that old chestnut). There are three main pigments, chlorophyll (green) carotenes
(yellow) - I suppose they want us to believe that’s what makes carrots orange - and
anthocyanins (easy for you to say) = reds and pinks. As the nights get colder, the
chlorophyll is destroyed giving the leaves a yellow tinge. If the temperature stays above
freezing this encourages production of anthocyanins turning the leaves red. In dry weather
and bright sunny days more anthothingy is produced making the leaves even redder.
Variations in the weather conditions creates a mix of different pigments to give varying
shades of colour. | don’t know about you, but | know which explanation is more believable
to me. | started to look at why leaves fall but it gave me a headache. | mean, who thinks up
this stuff?

A nice place to visit on a sunny Autumn day to see some lovely colours is Marks Hall
Arboretum on the Coggeshall Road just outside Earls Colne. It’s beautiful at any time of year
but such a picture now (they have more than their fair share of fairies). There are many
other places to visit, | suggested to the good lady wife a stroll around the castle at
Hedingham. She didn’t fancy it - never mind it’s just a fort.

amerioforestrycontractsltd.co.uk
afcontractsltd@yahoo.com

6 O

Filrewood Amerio Forestry Contracts Ltd
Digger / Groundworks

Ground Clearance

Domestic and Agricultural Fencing
Woodland Management

Tree Surgery

Pond Excavation

CRRRICng Amerio Forestry Contracts JGS
Get your logs in for the chillygse£Nelg

(free delivery in Dec 24 / Ja;3 it you mention this publication)

N
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Gawrdening (Cont’d) @‘U’L

Okay, back in the garden now, let’s talk propagation specifically hardwood cuttings. Once
the shrubs are dormant with little or no leaves left, we can start looking for suitable cutting
material. Look for straight twigs, they should be this season’s growth, nice rigid stems.
Make the cut just above a bud/leaf node. Depending on the length of the chosen stem you
may get three or four cuttings from one piece. Make a straight cut with secateurs below
the lowest bud and 4”- 6” (100 —150mm) higher up the stem make a sloping cut just above
a bud. The sloping cut helps identify the top of the cutting. If you have a patch of bare soil
somewhere out of the way that won’t be disturbed for a year, but not where the rain can
penetrate, make a slit in the ground with a spade and push the cuttings in so that two thirds
of each one is below the soil surface. Keep the area weed free and make sure it does not
dry out, and 12 months later you should have small plants ready to pot up or transplant into
place. Any deciduous shrub or fruit bush will make a good candidate for hardwood cuttings,
such as blackcurrants (Ribes nigrum), mock orange (Philadelphus Hydrangea), roses (Rosa)
and so many others. If you’re not sure if it’s the right type of plant, do it anyway — what’s
the worst that can happen?

I know | keep harping on about mulching, but it really works for me. Apart from hiding bare
soil, it keeps moisture in, and during the winter protects dormant plants underground from
extremes of cold. It's home to all sorts of critters and bacteria valuable to the garden. It

eventually breaks down improving soil structure, it supresses weeds, and any ..... Cont'd /

PEARTREE
BED & BREAKFAST

Jill & Chris warmly
welcome you to
their 17" Century
cottage in

Colne Engaine.

2 double bedrooms
plus cosy sitting room
and private facilities.
English or Continental breakfast.
Countryside views and walks.

Also available Shepherds Hut style
accommodation, double occupancy
with en-suite.

T: 01787 223348
M: 07919 200646

E: info@peartreebedandbreakfast.co.uk 01787 224129 www.handminteriors.com
WWW.Eeartreebedandbreakfast_co_ uk Unit One, Colne House Farm, Station Road, Earls Colne, CO6 2LT
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Gavrdening (Cont’d) &=

that do grow are easily pulled up, roots and all, because of the moisture and loose structure
of the soil underneath. Mulching at this time of year is much easier with less plant growth
showing and the soil is moist and still has some warmth in it, a bit like shutting the door
before all the heat escapes from the room. There are many types of mulch available,
ornamental bark, (breaks down slowly and is generally larger pieces), straw mulch (slow to
break down), or a more permanent cover is shingle and decorative stone.

My favourite mulch is woodchip, a by-product from tree surgery, a mix of small chippings
from various trees and shrubs including conifer. It breaks down nicely and is cheaper than
ornamental bark. You can find tree surgeons offering loose tipped transit loads locally for
£75-£100. | also like a soil improver mulch, or eco compost (the material produced from the
waste that is collected from our green bins). It is almost like putting a layer of compost over
the ground but it hasn’t got the ingredients added that make general purpose or specific
composts. Itis very lightweight and easy to spread, it looks attractive, and it allows
moisture in so can be used all year round without the fear of preventing summer rain from
reaching the plants’ roots. Garden centres offer this product bagged up and some offer
loose tipped delivery, again it’s around £75-£100 pound per tipper load. Mulching is as good
as weeding. ‘Laters taters’, keep calm and carry on weeding, Gary

ELECTRICAL LTD

Fully qualified JIB Gold Card Electrician covering Bures and
surrounding areas.

HARRY Tel: 07861 764861
Email: info@22electrical.com

Website: www.22electrical.com
Facebook: 22 Electrical Ltd
Instagram: 22electricalltd
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DIRECT MAIL PRINTING PROMOTIONAL

& CAMPAIGNS & DESIGN w PRODUCTS

R ENVELOPE INSERTION POSTERS BRANDED CLOTHING DOOR TO DO{
NS FULFILMENT BROCHURES EXHIBITION STATIONERY LEAFLETS
BANNER STANDS LEAFLETS BRANDED PENS AND MUCH MORE...

CONTACT US TODAY Q 01255221322

No matter the size of your ¥ hello@thedsgroup.co.uk
requirements, we are

equipped to.assistyou. @ thedsgroup,co.uk




Village Hall

[COLNE ENGAINE]

| do hope some of you were able to attend
our Christmas Shopping event on Sunday

17th November. As Trustees we do struggle

at times to think of ways we can ensure all
villagers know of and remember our hall
and consider using the hall for any events.

We had this year, for the first time, a
Halloween children’s party and | was

slightly alarmed when | opened up the hall
to find some gruesome looking and ‘blood’

covered individuals. A good time was had
by all.

We still have a whole day, Tuesdays, free
for any regular or one-off events if anyone
is interested in running an event or class.

We wish everyone a very Happy Christmas

and all the best in 2025.

Geoff Marcoolyn

Luxury Private Hire
Swimming Pool

for your exclusive and regular use

\/

whites farm

White Colne. Colchester CO6 2QF
t 01787 227 064 e pool@whites-farm.co.uk
www.whitesfarmswimmingpool.com

COURTAULD MEMORIAL HALL

1 Station Road, Colne Engaine, CO6 2ES
FOR ALL YOUR SOCIAL NEEDS

01787 223668

Receptions, Discos & Dances, Children’s Parties, Auctions &
Fundraisers, Exhibitions, Meetings. AMPLE CAR PARKING.
www.courtauldmemorialhall.co.uk
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Filmw Clulr

It's been a bumper year for The Film Club and we are hugely grateful to all who have
attended the discussions and suggested films, and to Team Drapers for hosting us. Even
if you are not able to join the discussions, we hope you like the choices for taking us
into 2025.

For December, it's a classic Christmas story:

The Film - Miracle on 34th Street

The Discussion - Wednesday 11th December 2024 gather at 6.45pm for a 7.00pm start
The Where - The Drapers, Earls Colne

For January, it's all about spreading a little joy:

The Film - Amélie (a 2001 production and only our second foreign language film)
The Discussion - Wednesday 15th January 2025 gather at 6.45pm for a 7.00pm start
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE FOR JANUARY ONLY

The Where - The Drapers, Earls Colne

Happy Christmas with best wishes for a film-filled New Year from your Film Club
Admins: Sharon (revdsdg@gmail.com), Kirsten (kpt1607 @icloud.com) and Ray
(rawood@me.com).

THE

LAWNOLOGIST

i/
Ve

PREMIUM GRASS CARE SPECIALISTS ﬁ_

) £
Equipped for prestige larger lawns 4

y

Bespoke seasonal treatments

Tailored lawn care plans

01206 688425
07539 050814

THELAWNOLOGIST.CO.UK
INFO@THELAWNOLOGIST.CO.UK
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Cinderells

22nd-25th Jan

Appearing at Colne Engaine Village Hall

Performances on YWednesday 22nd, Thursday 23rd, Friday 24th & Saturday 25th January
Doors open at '.')r}r(-ﬂun, Performance starts at TQ‘\{)_"m
Saturday Matinee - Doors 2pm for Performance at 2.30pn
¥ bar al every periormance
cluding booking fee: Evening £12 Matinee £8 Box office: www.ceds.org.uk

By Dave Crump. Licensed by Panto Scripts.
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Sniel Robinson & Soh\é
your local

Independent Family Funeral Directors
Est. 1892

Friendly, helpful & professional service
at your time of need

Prepaid funeral planning or
free recording of your Funeral Wishes

Chauffeur driven funeral fleet
Excellent facilities in the very
heart of the community

31 High Street - HALSTEAD - CO9 2AA
01787 475533

www.drobinson.co.uk
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A Decade Of Stowlight

It all started when | met a wise man in a garage.

He was about four feet tall, made of chicken wire and papier maché, and seemed to
have misplaced his two wise friends! He was in the garage that was part of the Old
Vicarage in Shut Lane which over the years had been used to store all sorts of things
from the church.

But the wise man didn’t become part of the story, he was just the inspiration for other
things that developed, things that happened without a project or a plan but came
together more smoothly than if one had existed, guided by God and our love for the
church and village of Earls Colne.

Earlier that summer | had cleared the brambles, ivy and elder from the roof of the
partly subterranean boiler-house on the north side of the church. Standing on the
newly revealed roof, just a couple of feet above ground level, | thought what a
wonderful roadside pulpit it would make, close to where vehicles would be slowing
down for the sharp bend round the churchyard.

So later, when | met the wise man in the garage it wasn’t a big leap of faith to think
about building a nativity scene on the boiler-house roof for the coming Christmas. So, |
asked around to find out how difficult it would be to create a similar Mary .....Cont’d /

Halstead, Braintree & Haverhill

Physnotherapy
Chapman &seortsinjury §

Grarered sccotans | Clinics 52, @
For ?ll your a?countlng’ Specialising in the treatment V
audit & taxation needs [EEEIEXICHIICEIAD

muscular issues, headaches,
dizziness, back & neck pain.

Musculoskeletal, Vestibular
& Neurological Rehabilitation

from our expert practitioners.

Evening & Saturday
appointments available

01787 478789
CALL LUCY ORROW - 01376 326 266 |EPAVESNERNERETe LI

www_lambert-chapman.co.uk www.halsteadphysiotherapyclinic.co.uk




A Decade Of Stawlight (Cont’d)

and Joseph, a baby Jesus, shepherds and two friends for the wise man.

“Much too complicated!”, “Too time consuming!”, “They would be ruined by the
weather and never be ready for next Christmas let alone this year!” was the
disappointing feedback | received.

But “Forget about the wise man, we could do it with silhouettes,” was the reply I didn’t
yet understand...

Liz is a talented and creative artist and quickly drew me some sketches to show what
she meant - they looked fantastic but were a fraction of the size we needed! We
decided on the best height for the finished articles, so they could be clearly seen from
the road and | got some suitable plywood sheets for each character. Then the real
magic took place as Liz took the sketches and enlarged them onto the plywood. A
shepherd with a crook, a shepherd boy with a lamb, Joseph, Mary holding baby Jesus
with an ox and ass for the background as well.

Now they had to be cut out, and John, who was an experienced cabinet maker, had all
the skills and tools that were necessary. In a few more days they were perfectly

chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk | sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk

CHELMSFORD Atrustworthy family run business
PLUMBING & HEATING Specialising in Gas, Oil, LPG, Electrical,

01245 478588 Plumbing, Air-con and Renewables.

Boiler Installs, Servicing & All calls are answered personally
Repairs Confirmed bookings given

New Heating Systems No job too small!
Plumbing Repairs Work covered by 12-month
Electrical Services
Air-con & Renewables

| > ) |
PO jz==  REFCOM
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A Decade Of Stowlight (Cont’d)

finished and ready for the messy job of painting with a couple of coats of matt black
paint.

Now we needed somewhere for them to come together, preferably a stable and it was
about time | did something to help! So, using more plywood sheets, some rustic looking
wood for the framework, and some poles from the garden centre, | built an open
fronted stable across the boiler-house roof. The outside was treated with a deep brown
fence paint, but the inside back panels and the inside of the roof were painted bright
white to reflect the light from the two hidden LED lamps, which would back-light and
frame the silhouettes.

John supplied wooden-block clamps to hold each silhouette in place and the base was

covered over in straw to finish it off. It wasn’t until the following year that the wise

men finally arrived by the porch, with the trail lights guiding E
[

them, and visitors, round to the stable.

The Christmas star was the guiding light that led the shepherds
and wise men to the stable and our nativity scene would
certainly gain from having that special star above it. If you want
to learn more about our unique star, check out my blog post
from 2015 using the QR code. ... Cont’d /

Facias and Guttering, uPVC and Aluminium, Shop Fronts,
Manual and Automatic Entrances and much more!!

Transferable 10 Year Insurance
Backed Guarantee

Over 30 Years Experience

Free Quotation

Local Family Run Business

Colne Valley windows
Your local double glazing company
Windows, Doors, conservatories, Bi-Folding Doors, Soffits,
T —
ey \,

SRS %

For your free quotation
please call us on 01787 827382

F E N S A (I)Ilﬂmlvl Energy Website www.colnevalleywindows.co.uk

Efcent | Email: info@colnevalleywindows.co.uk

Windows

Registered Company




A Decade Of Stawlight (Cont'd)

Nathan is a problem solving, entrepreneurial engineer, the best |
know. | can’t now remember when or where it was that we met
and ended up discussing the technical problems of building an
illuminated Christmas star, but as always it was a great discussion
with lots of ideas and the exploration of wide-ranging
possibilities. Could it be made big enough to be seen from the top
of the tower, what colours would be possible, could we have a
cross in the centre and much more. Nathan had a lot of detail to
bring together but thought it was possible, and he would relish
the challenge.

What | do remember is the day | saw him carrying it into the
churchyard. It was huge, yet light enough for one person to carry.
Nathan had thought of everything - clamps for mounting, tension
wires for stability, cables, connectors and control boxes, even ropes and harnesses for
hoisting it up the outside of the tower, with everything weatherproofed to the highest
levels, as it would be exposed to the worst of the winter weather.

With just a little maintenance and updating we have been putting the star on the tower
now for nine years. It has become a pleasant Christmas routine and I'll be there with
Nathan for this our tenth year, but circumstances mean this time | will only be
supervising from ground level.

Of course, other people helped too, and many more have been involved over the years.
The original stable was replaced a few years ago by our wonderful Churchyard Team,

Steve White
Electrical Services

Fully qualified, insured and guaranteed

» Extra sockets/lights « Fault finding/repairs
« Fuse board changes » Qutside power to garden/garage
* Power Showers « Immersion Heaters

FREE ESTIMATES
01787 281254 or 07920 841041
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A Decade Of Stowlight (Cont’d)

and a more flexible ‘stage’ on the roadside pulpit can now be used for Remembrance
Day as well as the nativity stable and perhaps more uses will be developed in the
future.

When the Old Vicarage was sold, the garage was cleared out and so the wise man is
sadly no longer with us. But I’'m left wondering if the people that made him will ever be
aware of what their work inspired! Ray

Covnsider Volunteering?

Church cleaners needed. We are in need of more volunteers for the monthly church
cleaning which happens on the 1st Saturday morning of each month. If you are able to
help, please contact Jenny Tuffen on jenny@tuffen.co.uk

St. Andrew’s Book Clubr M

St. Andrew’s Book Club meets on the second Tuesday of the month - 2.00 pm at 8
Coggeshall Road, Earls Colne.

Our Next Meetings:
e Tuesday 10th December 2024

For December, we’re continuing with The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck — so don’t
worry if you haven’t finished reading it yet!

Drought and economic depression are driving thousands from Oklahoma. As their land
becomes just another strip in the dustbowl, the Joads, a family of sharecroppers,
decide they have no choice but to follow. They head west towards California, where
they hope to find work and a future for their family, but what is awaiting their arrival?

e Tuesday 14th January 2025
Our January book is Tom Lake by Ann Patchett.

It's spring and Lara’s three grown-up daughters have returned to the family orchard.
While picking cherries, they ask their mother to tell them the story they’ve longed to
hear — the one about the film star with whom she shared a stage, and a romance, years
before . ..

New members are always welcome. For further details, please contact me Margaret
Hill on 01787 223843.


mailto:jenny@tuffen.co.uk?subject=Church%20Cleaners%20Required

-arls Colne

~ Chrisimas Eveni

SAT 07 DEC

A celebration of Christmas & our community

11lam - 4pm

Bingo Trail
Cards available from independent High Street stores
Collect yours and follow the trail around the village

11am - 4pm

Earls Colne Primary School
Village Hall Christmas Fayre: Meet Santa (pre-book via
PTA) Watch festive films with your friends & enjoy the fayre

11lam - 4pm

Four Colnes Horticultural Society
Village Hall Craft Fayre: Explore a variety of food & craft
stalls from local producers

5.15pm

St Andrew’s Church

Carolling outside the church followed by a procession up
Earls Colne High Street to the Village Hall

5.30pm

Earls Colne Parish Council

Village Hall Raffle, Santa, Film & Food: Say hi to
Santa, enjoy a complementary bite to eat, watch a
Christmas film from 6pm, and have your raffle tickets
ready for the draw at 7pm.

Brought to you by:

\

EARLS COLNE. IGH'S REE Fr/ends %“"RU"\'\

PXETION
\

,\}5'»5& R PL O
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CHRISTINGLE BY THE FIRE
‘ WHITE COLNE MEADOWS
[VILLAGE HALL ]
FRIDAY 6TH DECEMBER
/‘/-’{/ 6PM

DRESS UP
WARM AND
BRING AN
OUTSIDE CHAIR!




_M‘
Percival

& COMPANY
EST. 1951

SPECIALISING IN
PROPERTY SALES,
LETTINGS &

MANAGEMENT FOR
OVER 70 YEARS

HIGH STREET, EARLS COLNE
COLCHESTER, ESSEX CO6 2RN

Q0787 225879
E: EARLSCOLNE@PERCIVALANDCOMPANY.CO.UK
W: WWW.PERCIVALANDCOMPANY.CO.UK
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Nativity by Pat Bennett:

Incarnate Christ,

be born in me this Christmas! May my voice be as the angels;
joyfully proclaiming Good News;

May my will be as Mary’s, my knees as the animals;

saying 'yes'to your ways; quietly bent in adoration.

my mind as Joseph'’s,

open to your unfolding revelation. May my feet be as the shepherds,
running eagerly to find you;
my hands as the wise men’s,
offering up all that | have.

May my heart be as the manger,

poor yet containing heaven's greatest treasure;
my life as the stable,

hallowed and expanded by your presence.

Incarnate Christ,
be born again in me this Christmas!

i Ziel Design

Christmas

Thme FOR LIVING

26 years of beautiful homes
Make it personal
Shop Local

wZoOww~—2

Celebrate Christmas
in Earls Colne
SAT 7th DEC

11am - 4pm
&
we look forward to seeing
you throughout December
Tuesday- Saturday
10.00 - 5.00

WZO—=>»TO00OMO

The Old Forge, High St, Earls Colne
01787 222989




-2‘»" ol
DO YOU NEED
A RELIABLE Al g
ELECTRICIAN? h‘

4

Considerate and tidy electrician
with 20+ years’ experience
Fully qualified, insured and DBS checked.

Domestic services from new or replacement lights, switches and sockets to fuse
board replacements, full rewires and more!

Commercial services including emergency lighting and smart lighting.
External services outbuilding and external power and garden lighting.

Other services earthing upgrades, LED lighting, electric heating install, bathroom and
kitchen electrical works, central heating and smart wireless central heating systems.

Fault finding experts

%SidmarElectrical““

Earls Colne, Colchester, Essex.
Tel: 07545 125 376 Email: sidmarelectrical@outlook.com
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WE PROVIDE

COMPUTER
REPAIR &
UPGRADE

SERVICES

Check and repair your computer
with our experienced technicians

Open Hours
Monday -Friday
09:00AM - 5:00PM

Sat
09:30 - 12:00pm

Contact Us!

01787 334040
47a High Street, Halstead

Essex C09 23D

Learn More: https://sarala.co.uk
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Christmas Day Service

EARLS COLNE TAXIS
01787 474666

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1998
TAXI & PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES
4 & 6 SEATER AVAILABLE
LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
AIRPORTS; STATIONS; HOSPITALS
MOST MAJOR CARDS ACCEPTED
Web: www.earlscolnetaxis.co.uk
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TARMEC Bespoke gates,

& Hardwood or Treated softwood

Made to measure
CROFT ,
T Supply only or Supply and Fit

01787 224848
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Riverside Business Park, Station Road, Earls Colne CO6 2ER




- Sunday 12th January: s
7 1lam atSt'Andrew's "~ -
. Bolne Engaineé
Followed by a
%  Ploughman's Lunch




Bndo Meadowy

Cutting the Anthills Meadow has been topping the to-do list this autumn and it is very hard
manual work as only brush cutters can be used, otherwise the anthills will be destroyed if
machinery was used. Once cut, the vegetation must be raked up - another laborious job.
Jayne and | are so grateful to the “fabulous few” who have worked so hard already on this.

Whilst we were clearing the area, a small nest of dried grasses was found and after
consulting local ornithologist James, we were told it belonged to a skylark. It’s so
encouraging that this species, which is in decline has chosen to nest here. Because skylarks
are ground nesting birds, next year we will request that dogs are kept on a lead in the
Anthills Meadow to protect these birds in case they choose to nest here again.

As in 2023, James again carried out a bird nesting survey for us but with the cold, wet
Spring, many birds started nesting much later and due to the resulting lush vegetation, it
was harder to find the nests, although making it an ideal situation for the birds. In all,
James was able to find the nests of 18 different species.

Work on the wildflower project in conjunction with Four Colnes Horticultural Society has
almost been completed in the lower Ryefields Meadow. The wildflower haybales from the
Woodland Trust site at Fordham have been spread over the area and will hopefully have
dropped their seed by now, and all that remains to be done is to remove the spent hay.
This is due to happen on November 9th. Again we would like to thank Oliver Wass for the
great amount of help he has given us. Hopefully there will be somethingto ..... Cont’d /

COLNE VALLEY

Xy oiels

Beautiful self contained luxury mobile
toilet hire for any wedding, party or
corporate event

Handmade to a superior finish, white porcelain hand
basins, sparkling clean porcelain toilets with wooden seats,
chrome fittings, wooden floors, large mirrors, lighting, silk
flowers, hot water and music add a touch of class to your
special day.

They arrive fully equipped with soft toilet tissue, hand
towels, luxury soap, hand cream, automatic air fresheners,

and a range of toiletries.

0 @colnevalleyluxurytoilets
M ginny@colnevalleyluxurytoilets.co.uk

www.colnevalleyluxurytoilets.co.uk
Call Ginny today on 01787 220358 or
07792 424061
Where luxury comes as standard




’Bndo Meowlowy (Cont'd)

show for it next year, making all the effort worthwhile.

At the time of writing, we are still waiting for a date to be set by the contractor to start
work on digging out the ponds at the end of the Long Meadow. Hopefully by the time this
magazine is printed there will be some progress to see.

If you have seen any of our posters, you will notice that we now have a logo. This was
designed by Steve Gibbons, and we are really pleased to be able to use it for any
communication. Thank you, Steve.

We would like to acknowledge the hard work put in by the monthly work party members
this year. We are grateful that they give up their time every month and occasionally more
to keep the Brick Meadows accessible and a pleasant place for everyone to enjoy. Thank
you to Robert, Colin, Dave, Paul, Joe and Alan.

Thanks, must also go to Robert in particular for all the extra work he does behind the
scenes. He has also made the amazing benches which | know many people have
appreciated, whether for picnics, to sit and chat, or simply just to enjoy the sights and
sounds of this green haven which we are so fortunate to have.

Frances Barton and Jayne Meleschko

“A survey by Royal London Insurance JWW.life
revealed that 5.4 million UK residents don’t
know how to go about writing a Will.” 'O,

(2
We can help!

Complimentary Consultation

with local advisor based in Earls Colne.
Services provided include:

Wills, Trusts, Estate Planning, Lasting
Powers of Attorney, Inheritance Tax,
Protection and Insurance

Contact: John Wilson
Tel: 07931 158440

Email: john@JWW.life
Website: www.JWW.life
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Gift o Creauwn Teww

HITE COLNE]

We have a number of vacant plots
immediately available to residents of the
Four Colnes, so if you live in Earls Colne,
Wakes Colne, Colne Engaine and of course
White Colne then this might interest you.

The plots vary in size and if required some
of the larger plots could be divided into
two smaller plots and whilst all will need
some work to lick them into shape on the
plus side mains water is available to the
site.

If you are interested and want to take on
a plot, then do not hesitate to contact us
at clerk@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

Gift a Cream Tea - St Andrews, Earls Colne
Sunday 3rd November 2024 - Report

Thank you for your response to our recent Gift a
Cream Tea in a box - as a result we have raised
over £230 towards church funds and were able
to deliver 72 boxes around the villages of Earls
Colne, Colne Engaine and White Colne.

We would like to particularly thank our bakers,
Rachel Fleetwood, Robert Barton, Anne Beadle,
Shaun Thomas, Rosemary Johnson, Lucy Bull &
Louise Dutton for their delicious scones. Also
Karen, Charlotte & Harry at The Lion for
providing the cream pots, Beryl Amy for jam
and E.Colnes Refillery for the boxes, and last but
not least our delivery drivers Mark, Helen S &
Helen B. What a great team!

Watch out for more events like this next year -
and if you would like to help in any way please
get in touch with either of us.

Wishing everyone a happy and healthy
Christmas, Suzi & Kirsten

IMAC INTFRIORS

Specialist Painters & Decorators
Zst. 1997

. All Interior and Exterior Work Undertaken
. Specialist in Period & Listed Properties
. Wallpaper Hanging to the Highest Standards

. Restoration of Ornate Cornices & Ceiling Roses

. References Available

. Fully Insured

Q TRUST

Contact: Jeff Macdonald
Tel: 07778 031505 - 01787 224674
Email: jmacinteriors@aol.com €Dulux
www.jmac-interiors.co.uk

Est. 1997

Decoratbis ‘?

The sign of a quallty decorator



mailto:jmacinteriors@aol.com
mailto:clerk@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk?subject=Allotments

Tree Surgeon

Providing excellence in:

Tree Felling
Canopy Reduction
Hedge Cutting
Garden Clearance

Tree Shaping and Pruning
Stump Grinding
Pollarding

Emergency Tree Work

Free Consultation for Small and Large Jobs

Public Liability Insurance

M: 07515288736 0: 01787 228341

info@blaketreecare.co.uk www.blaketreecare.co.uk

f @

“A very competitive price and a VERY tidy job” Y% % %%
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Open All Hours

The area of the High Street between the White Lion Inn and the blacksmith's forge on
the corner of Queens Road had been the market place of Earls Colne since the middle
ages. Although a regular market was no longer held, Philip Buck — recalling his
childhood in the 1850s — had vivid memories of the annual fair traditionally held on
Lady Day at the end of March:

“Near the blacksmith's shop was a grand show within which might be seen the fattest
lady on earth or the most noted conjurer ever known. From that point ran a row of
booths open towards the doors of the houses. Gingerbread, nuts and other delicacies
crowded some of the stalls; toys, cutlery and fancy articles filled others. Late at night
that side of the street was pandemonium. The last time | saw the Fair was in 1867. |
believe it was abolished in 1869.”

For the rest of the year the permanent shops served village customers late into the
evening until, in 1902, the local paper announced that normal closing time would be
7pm instead of 8pm except for Early Closing at 2pm on Thursdays.

[l By

WHERE THE EXTRAORDINARY HAPPENS EVERY DAY!

David Brown

WELCOMING CHILDREN AGED 2.5 - 5 YEARS
PLEASE CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILTY
IMESIIVEWUI 4 | Mashthaiemmby el

N oSt o o
)

Dl 01907 1714

AM SESSION LUNCH PM SESSION
9.15AM - 12.15PM 12.15PM -12.45PM 12.45PM - 3.45PM
£21.00 I £3.50 £21.00

Prices from September ‘24, We accept 2 year, 15 & 30 Hour Government Funded hours,
Accepted subject to availability. Additional service charges will apply.

B HANTAPLACEGHOTMALL.COM @)@ B THEBARNNURSERYSCHODL.COM

Nursery School
COLNE ENGAINE




Recipe Corner

Mincemeat - This is the ordinary, bog-standard
mincemeat people use, better than what you buy in
the shops, though, because it’s not so syrupy sweet.
| found the recipe in my grandmother’s 1920s
cookery book, which is annotated with her notes,
although sadly there are no notes concerning the

mincemeat. However, | have altered it a little myself.

Method: Making mincemeat is really an assembly
job. Grate the apples, using a cheese grater or food
processor. Juice the oranges and lemons. Grate
some of the peel of the oranges and lemons (about
1 tablespoonful).

Toss everything into a large mixing bowl. Cover the
bow! and wait a couple of days. Keep stirring. The
dried fruit should start to absorb the liquid and

Ingredients

1Ib shredded vegetable suet (ok, beef
suet if you must)

1Ib apples (weighed after peeling and
coring)

1% Ibs of dried fruit
12 ozs brown sugar

4 oranges (big oranges, not little
satsumas)

2 lemons

1 tsp powdered mace

% tsp of ground allspice
1 wineglassful of brandy

swell. If the mincemeat looks a little dry, add a little water. Put mincemeat into jam jars
to store. Rosemary Johnson (Note from Editor: or make some delicious mince pies!)

HISTEA
GRORAL

HALSTEAD CHORAL

St Andrew s Church, Halstead

*Tickets £10 / Child £5 cash on the door
includes mulled wine, mince pies
and a programme
Conductor: James Davey
Accompanist: Nigel Brown

*Www.tick co.uk/h d-choral

Charity No 1072277 www. halsteadchoral.org
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STOUR VALLEY
INGERS
With Susannah Edom {Musical Director)

Jessica Edom-Carey (Soprano)
and Sam Barber (Piano)

Seasonal
Swing

SATURDAY
7TH DECEMBER
AT 3PM
PEBEMARSH
VILLAGE HALL

Tickets £15

To include tea and festive nibbles
Available from Roses General Store
or 07713 259312



SAT 14 DEC

» . .
95PM AT THE.CHURCH FOLLOWED BY-
PROCESSION®TO THE GHEEN.

> o

Join us at St Andrews church with Rev. Mark
Payne at 5pm with your torches and lanterns.
Alternatively, meet us at the village green at
4.30pm for a Christmas singalong while we wait
for the procession to arrive.



From The Fouwr Colnes’ Magaszine

December 1924
EARLS COLNE - REMEMBRANCE DAY

The inclement weather in the early part of November prevented our usual outdoor
Service at the Memorial but the difficulty was met by a service in Church on the
previous Sunday afternoon, when a large congregation was present. We are indebted
to the Reverend C. H. Townsend for a very appropriate address, and to the Choir and
Organist for their help. On Armistice Day "the Silence" was kept in the Church and
followed by a celebration of Holy Communion.

We must also record our thanks to Lieut. Col. Lowis for his very efficient organisation of
the Sale of Poppies on Saturday, the 8th, when the splendid sum of £25 125 9d (£25
62p) was realised for Lord Haigh's Fund. The ladies, who ably assisted him, are to be
congratulated on the result of their patriotic work.

COLNE ENGAINE - ARMISTICE DAY

How long will it be kept up? Many people are asking. That it should be is the conviction
J \. of most people, and not merely at the
Cenotaph at Whitehall or the grave of the
Unknown Warrior in the Abbey. Church
and State will see to that. But what of the
people of Great Britain? That depends on

Need some help efac'h parish or group of people doing their
bit in the way of Remembrance. We can,

around the house as a village, be thankful that something
or garden? was done. That Armistice Day was near
was learned, if that were necessary, by a
visit paid to every house in the parish by
get around to, I could be four.ladies, Mrs. Gilbert,.the. M.is.ses
what you're looking for. Perkins, Procto.r and Smith, |r.1V|t|ng all to
With skills in house and purchase poppies for Earl Haig's Ex-
garden maintenance. servicemen's Fund. Of ex-servicemen,
700,000 are unemployed; 250,000 are
disabled; 5,000 are in Mental Asylums,
while 2,500 officers are not, as yet on the
Graham King King's Roll, just because they are ex-

T: 07923 445128 officers. And this six years since the
R ’ J  Armistice itself!
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From regular gardening to
that indoor job you never

Call or text me for a chat
about your needs.




From The Four Colnes’ Magasine

January 1925

EARLS COLNE

Earls Colne Vicarage, December 1924
My Dear Friends

By the time that you receive this letter you will, | hope, ALL have had a very happy
Christmas and when the New Year comes, | hope it will be equally as happy.

I am glad to have this opportunity of thanking one and all alike for the kind way that
they have received me as Vicar of this parish. | came here rather more than six months
ago, a complete stranger to you all, but the welcome that | have met with from each
one, has made me feel at home among you. It must necessarily take some time, in a
large parish like ours, to get to know everyone but | hope by degrees to do so. | am glad
to say that everything connected with the Church is in a satisfactory condition, the
congregations are quite good, and the collections remain about the same as usual. |
have not any wish to make changes to the Church services, except that instead of the
occasional Choral Celebrations of Holy Communion at 8 a.m. for the future on the
Greater Festivals and on the third Sunday in the month there will be a Choral
Celebration at the 11 o'clock service. There are several things | should like to get done
as regards the decoration of the Church,

which | think would be an improvement; =
the first thing being the painting of the roof

of the Chancel, which would make it much
lighter; a suggested design has been put up
which will give some idea as to what is

proposed to be done. The Sunday School

keeps up its numbers, but there is great ELQITJSDCROEIYI\\J/’ES
need for additional teache'rs and a EVERY WEDNESDAY
superintendent of the boy's School. | must COLNE ENGAINE:

thank the churchwardens and sidesmen, 1ST THURSDAY
the organist and the choir, the bellringers, OF THE MONTH

Sunday School teachers and others, for - 4 p M

their invaluable help in the conduct of their
services and the work of the Church

generally.

With all good wishes for a happy and NOD CO

prosperous New Year. Believe me, . . T

Yours faithfully, ] VEN E .

ARTHUR F. SUTTON



Single
Oven Clean

£55

e
@0

Double
Oven Clean

£65

90cm Range
Oven Clean

£90

110cm Range
Oven Clean

£110

Wide Single
Oven Clean

£90

EXTRAS BUY 1 GET 1 FREE
FROM ANY OF THE 4 EXTRAS BELOW

Hob Clean
£20

Small BBQ
Up to 50cm

£55

Extractor Clean

£20

Medium BBQ
50-70cm

£65

Large BBQ
70cm

£75

CONTACT US TO BOOK NOW

® 01787 743234
® 07834 170338

® info@theovencleaners.co.uk
www.theovencleaners.co.uk
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Aga/Noble
Everhot Clean

from £80

L

BBQ Racks
£20




White Colne Newy

This is being written the day before the grand re-opening of our Winter Hub in the
village hall, which has received funding of £20,000 from the Big Lotteries Community
Fund. This is allowing us to open with staff from November to Easter every Monday for
two years. By the time you read this we should have had at least four successful
Mondays and been able to welcome you all back with perhaps some new attendees
too. Everyone is welcome. The Hub will continue towards Xmas, but will be closed on
30th December, re-opening on 6th January.

We have three village events to look forward to in the lead up to Xmas. On December
7th our Xmas quiz is sure to be full of fun and keep you all guessing until the end. £5
per ticket, bring your own drinks and snacks, teams of 6 but solo players and couples
always welcome. 7.30pm start. Tickets available at the Hub, the café or on 07521
312778. Our quizzes raise funds for village projects — the last quiz helping to buy a new
tree seat for the Meadows.

The Parish Council invites you all to our annual carols around the tree on the Green, on
Saturday December 14th. Free mulled wine, hot drinks, and mince pies. Wrap up warm
and come along ready to sing out, accompanied by the Colne Valley Ensemble.
Saturday December 21st 9am to midday, Village market and Café. Ideal for the very last
minute gifts - there’s always someone we forget!

The Stationmaster’s café will only make one appearance in December, on ..... Cont’d /

Period Property Services

We are a family-run business covering the Essex and Suffolk area.
Passionate about our work, paying attention to every detail.

. Lime pointing and plastering
. All aspects of roofing

. Damp proofing and drainage
. Extensions and alterations
. Decorating and repairs

. Landscaping and paving

@ 079 89 56 8144

tudorpssl@gmail.com




White Colne Newys (Cont’d)

Friday 13th — not unlucky for us! We shall return on January 10th and 24th.

The Parish Council is in talks with a professional personal trainer to bring FREE weekly
fitness classes to our hall. Free because we will be applying for a grant to fund this
exciting activity. Suitable for ages from 18 to 80+ and open to anyone in the valley.
Although a group activity, exercises will be tailored for each individual. All equipment
will be provided. As this will be grant funded, we need to prove that there is a
community need so we ask you please to register your interest by emailing
chairman@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk or if you prefer the old-fashioned way,
please drop a note into the village hall post box. Once we have identified a group then
we can discuss convenient days and times. If we can get enough support the classes

could start in the new year.

If you’ve enjoyed some of our events over the last year, please remember that none of
them would have been possible without the help of our willing volunteers. New
volunteers bring a fresh energy, and we are always open to new ideas for events and
activities especially if you can help. If you have the odd hour available and would like to
get involved, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. The old saying still rings true — better
for many to each do a little, rather than a few do too much!

Parish Councillors also offer their time free
of charge and the Parish Council now has a
casual vacancy as John Brace has stepped
down. Would you like to take a seat? Full
details can be found on our website
www.whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk
Perhaps it’s time to make volunteering
your New Year resolution? Wishing
everyone a very happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year. Jane Taylor

Chris Oglesby
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

07971 233853
01787 582166

Cu0

Plumbing & Heating Ltd

« Boiler Replacements

+ Central Heating Systems
+ Servicing / Breakdowns

+ Landlord Checks

* Plumbing Installs / Repairs
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Three Colnes Churches
Rainy Day Grant Scheme

Are you in hard times?
Fuel bills? Kid's uniform? Life Essentials?
Do you need a helping hand?
This support fund may be able to help.

If you live in White Colne, Colne
Engaine or Earls Colne and would like
to apply for a tax free grant
then please get in touch
with Revd Mark for an applicatiqg;f

form or a confidential chat.

If you are in a position to


http://www.whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

Four Colnes Horticudtuwral Society

December upon us already — how the year has flown by.

An excellent, well attended, evening was held at the Atlas Club, Foundry Lane in October.
Alex Stevenson, owner of Jordans Farm, Wakes Colne, gave a talk on her farm re-wilding
project, a project that is now seeing the result of several years of effort bearing fruit through
a noticeable increase in diversification of insects and plant life. Rewilding is, in part, letting
nature loose but also controlling some parts in order to keep a good balance between vigour
and allowing the less strong insects and plants to thrive as well.

After the talk, the Brick Meadows Trustees gave an update on the work being carried out in
Ryefields to promote a wildflower meadow. This has involved considerably more work and
expense than in a “normal” year, so we hope it bears fruit. As we absorb the splendour of the
Earls Colne Primary School Fireworks, our heads are a week ahead forward planning for the
removal of all the hay spread on Ryefield. To be successful this operation will involve many
willing people, some good weather and some energy. Time will tell.

After the Society AGM with cheese and wine of November 15th the next big event is the
Christmas Food & Craft Fayre in Earls Colne Village Hall on Saturday December 7th.

Entry is free to the main hall which will be open from 11am until 4pm with stalls and
refreshments as well as Father Christmas in the small hall courtesy of Earls Colne Primary
School PTA. Membership of the Horticultural Society for 2025 can be joined or .....Cont’d /

A Bokin & Sows
Faneral Denectors

A family concern, concerned for your family
in your time of need.

Market End, Coggeshall, CO6 1INH
Telephone: (01376) 561316
Email: info@abirkinandsons.com




Four Colnes Hovticudtural Society

renewed at this event which, at just £5 per person per year, gives free entry to exhibit at the
Four Colnes Show, access to arranged visits and a discount on many purchases at Olivers
Plants, Coggeshall Road. There will be other activities throughout the village on that day.

At a committee meeting in September, it was mentioned that the
Society always had to borrow a tombola to shake up raffle tickets prior
to the draw. A tombola has now been made, mostly from recycled
wood and its first outing will be The Christmas Market. Make sure that
you visit and buy a raffle ticket to see if you are a lucky winner.

Preparations are already well underway for the 2025 Annual Show at
the Recreation Club, Schedules will be available in early spring — no
excuse for not getting some practise in to enter one of the many classes. If anyone or any
local business would be interested in sponsoring a class at the show, please get in touch with
the Society Secretary.

Our next article will be the February issue when we can begin to look forward to a whole new
growing season. Happy Christmas and good wishes for a happy and healthy new year.

Secretary, Sarah Adlem, M. 0794 1131164, 110 Colchester Road, White Colne, CO6 2PP
Email: secretary.fchs@outlook.com. www.fourcolneshorticulturalsociety.com

ESSEX AND SUFFOLK ROOFING

/\

ROOF REPAIRS -TRADITIONAL TILING - FLAT ROOFS
Fascia, Soffits, Guttering — Carpentry. Cladding

EARLS COLNE - 01787 224496 — 07795 554442

essexandsuffolkroofing@gmail.com

David Yallop, 6 Oddcroft, Colne Engaine, CO6 2ET
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Can you help the Museum?

We have several projects in progress and welcome volunteers to assist us.
Due to increased footfall we are trialling longer opening hours at the
weekends 12-4pm; Wednesdays 2pm-4pm.

Could you spare two hours to help us and join our very active and sociable
team? You don’t need to have lived in the village all your life or need a
degree in history to welcome visitors — full support will be given.

MUSEUM

The Timekeepers of Earls Colne. The parish clock situated in the church was installed to
celebrate Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in 1897. With limited accessibility, its inner
workings have been a well-kept secret! We are now writing its history and producing a
video with an aerial view.

Earls Colne 1974-2024. We are updating the history of Earls Colne, last written in 1974
by the then Earls Colne branch of the Workers Education Association.

Other projects include A Village Trail and the scanning of important heritage
documents.

October: We had a fabulous Halloween Evening at Colne House. Thanks for inviting us!

November: We were pleased to welcome a

visit from Dame Priti Patel to the museum.

PET PALS Photosf and report in the Feb issue of this
FIT 8 FED magazine.

Dog Walking,

rekFeding, J Earls Col Nearly the H
o anuary: caris Colne was Near e nome
g Garden Watering, v ) Y

December: Hoping to meet you at the
Village Hall for the Earls Colne Christmas
Event.

of the First Helicopter The Con Club, York

Holiday Post Road. Tickets £5 from Earls Colne Heritage
& Light Services. | Museum or email chair@echm.org.uk Date
to be advised. Please check FB or the

Fully insured DOG WALKER website.
half hourand hour slots available. | More information on us and our events;
Need your animals fed whilst you | www.echm.org.uk or https://

take a break? Let us help. WWW-facebOQk-com/
Send us a text or leave a message: earlscolneheritagemuseum
07467 079 600 All that’s left for 2024 is to wish you all a
07930372219 very Merry Christmas and a Happy New

Year.



mailto:chair@echm.org.uk
http://www.echm.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/earlscolneheritagemuseum
https://www.facebook.com/earlscolneheritagemuseum
https://www.facebook.com/earlscolneheritagemuseum

Pugszles

Letter Tiles. Unscramble the tiles to reveal the message. Tiles can be used once only.
|n i g” ca” i s||a'| 'I||'i gh” b r||'| y ||S i 'I|
|r ||ht ||a'| 1||ent|| ho||1 ||ght|| n-i|

E]

December/January Crossword

1
ACROSS ‘
2. Shakespearean Character and item

hit with a stick in Ice Hockey & 7
4. Which Manchester rock band are

reforming for concerts in 2025 —
5. Where did the Olympics take place in the Summer
of 2024
6. Which English King, crowned in 978, was Unready? ——

DOWN

1. Traditionally lucky when found in a Christmas Pudding

2. The first British astronaut to visit the International Space Station, Tim....
3. Even this creature didn't stir the night before Christmas

7. What side of the brain deals with language?

| X

2{ X R

3 Checkmate in One

o W Q) b 4 White turn to go.

s ) ¢

: 3 L Move:

y @ - To:

. All answers on page 54

A B C D E F G H
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.2 w
THREE COLNES S%DAY LUNCH

-~ Sunday 16th February
Doors Open at 12.15pm,
Sit down at 1pm
at Colne Valley Golf Club
Two Course Meal
£15 per adult, £10 per children

Book your places with Helen Sherfield,

George Courtauld & Tom Weatherill,
or email colnesvicar@gmail.com

o

A fundraiser for the Three
St Andrew’s Colnes Churche



ZA

St Andrews Church, Colne Engaine are holding a
Bingo Night on Saturday 22™ February 2025 in
Courtauld Memorial Hall at 7pm

Tickets £8 to include 6 fun games of line and full
house Bingo (with a boozy twist) with 6 cards
each. There will also be a raffle.

Bring your own drinks & nibbles.

All proceeds to St Andrews Church

Puzzle Answers

Sillent| nilght holly |nigl|lht Checkmate in One
all is| callm |all is| brligh| MoveB4toC2
t

ACROSS 5. Paris DOWN 3. Mouse

2. Puck 6. Ethelred 1. Coin 7. Left

4. Oasis 2. Peake

CRALIN

Property Services

Domestic & Commercial Maintenance/Refurbishment

DRAINAGE

» Blocked Drains/Toilets ¢ High Pressure Water Jetting
*» Pipe Relining » CCTV Camera Surveys
» New Installations » 24hr callout

Call Craig on 07980 297068

email: cralinpropertyservices@yahoo.com
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Join the Colne Engaine Festival Committee: Be Part of

Something Special!

We have been putting on the Colne Engaine Festival
for over 20 years! We need members from the
community to step up and join us to keep this tradition
going. Do you want to connect with your community,
share ideas, arrange events, have fun, and
make a real impact? Our festival committee is
the perfect place for you!

Why Join Us?
Build Connections: Get to know more people
and strengthen ties within our community.

Collaborate on Events: Work together on
putting on fun and exciting events that benefit
everyone.

Learn and Grow: Share your ideas and learn from
others in a supportive environment.

Make a Difference: Help create a more vibrant,
inclusive, and supportive community.

Who We’re Looking For:
®  Passionate and friendly community members.

® People of all ages and backgrounds.

Individuals who want to contribute their time and
talents.

How to Get Involved:

® Come to our next committee meeting

®  Visit our social media pages for more info:
Instagram: colne_engaine_festival_commitee
Facebook: Colne Engaine Festival

Reach out via email
colneengainefestival@gmail.com

®  Be part of a group that values connection,
collaboration, and community spirit. Join us and
help make our community a fun place to live.
We can’t wait to meet you!


mailto:colneengainefestival@gmail.com

St. Andrew’s PX

FUNDRAISING FOR ST. ANDREW'’S, EARLS COLNE

Hello everyone —we’ve made it to December, and it’s been a busy year! More on that
in a moment, but first, here’s a reminder of why | write these articles: we are raising
funds for and promoting the life and work of St Andrew’s, Earls Colne, for the benefit of
the community. The church is important to all whether we attend services or not and
we’re really keen on having fun while we support the church and its mission.

So what have we been up to this year? Well, there’s been plenty — we’ve had concerts,
our regular Thursday lunchtime recitals, bingo nights, cream teas, our Flower Festival,
the Teddy Bear Parachute Drop and barbecue, the Rock Choir came to perform, we’ve
had our ‘Christmas Starts Here’ event too. A lot of effort has gone into organising and
delivering these events, and happily they have been well-supported. We’re already
looking at 2025 to see what delights we can provide — look out for the February
magazine, we’ll give as much information as we can then, with greater detail as each
event approaches.

But just in case you think we’re all done for 2024, we’re not! We have a lunchtime
recital this month see page 5 for info.

For now, can | say, on behalf of our fundraising group, a huge thank you for all the
support you have shown us throughout 2024!

Don’t forget though, we do have regular church services too —we’re a friendly bunch of
people, come along, and stay for coffee afterwards

All the services in all our Three Colnes churches are listed in this magazine — there are
plenty this month! If you’re coming to any of our churches, whether it's for an event, a
service or just quiet reflection, would you be able to bring something for the food bank,
even just one tin? We'd like to help others while enjoying ourselves too!

If you would like more information about anything we’re up to, or you have suggestions
for events, or if you want to join our fundraising group, you can drop an email to

ecstandrewsfundraising@gmail.com

or post a message via the link on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/3Colnes.HalsteadAreaTeam

We look forward to seeing you, hopefully many times, in 2025!

Doug McKenzie
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Onions (allium cepa), time to get planting those onion sets, set them out in rows 12” (30cm)
apart and 4” (10cm) between bulbs, plant them with the tip poking out of the soil and get some
sort of protection over them otherwise those pesky birds will keep pulling them out of the
ground, horticultural fleece works as well as anything, it’s only for a week or two while the roots
get a hold, don’t forget to water them in when planting. Onion sets can be planted anytime from
September to November, also in March and April, but according to spud the rule used to be “set
on the shortest day and harvest on the longest, it has always worked like that for me” he says.

He plants shallots (allium ascalonicum) as well, they can go in from November right through to
March, plant them the same as you would onion sets spacing them just a little further apart.

| am going to get some garlic in, the cloves are planted pointy side up about 1” (2.5cm) below
the surface, 6” (15cm) apart with 12” (30cm) between rows, they don’t like competition so keep
them weed free, also if they need watering in dry spells do it at ground level because the wet
leaves are prone to mildew. They should be ready to harvest in early summer, you know its time
when the leaves go yellow, lift them carefully and lay them in the sun to dry for about four
weeks, then they are ready for storing, did you know that when the leaves are green they can be
used on salads or as a garnish, | haven’t tried that yet, but | will next year.

It is a good time to plant rhubarb (rheum rharbabarum) crowns now, a sheltered spot with
plenty of light is what they like, plant the rhizome with the crown above ground, water in and
wait for spring, simples! Laters’ Taters, Gary

St. Andrew’s %_

Christmas Dedicate A Star After the
popularity of this in previous years we have
decided to hold the Dedicate a Star again

this year to help raise funds for the major ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?
works required on our church. We are

We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service

kin n r
asking peC{CERIERERIERIRPET ones, 0 A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989

those that are no longer with us by
donating £5 towards a star on the
Christmas Tree of remembrance.

[1 sSpecialistin UPVC & Wooden Doors

wlg No Call Out Charge N

@ No Fix No Fee
To purchase a star for the tree, please All Work Fully Guaranteed
contact Rita Prior C/o: 1 Church View, (off 10% Senior Citizen Discount

Brook Street), Colne Engaine or email

For More Advice & Help Call Christopher:

07772111 222

All stars will be written out and hung on
the Christmas tree by the 13" December. www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk

ritaprior31@gmail.com



mailto:ritaprior31@gmail.com?subject=Dedicate%20A%20Star%202024

Pawishv Council

Members of the villages’ Parish Councils work hard to ensure that the Three Colnes
remains a beautiful and tranquil place to live. If you have any comments or suggestions,

please feel free to contact them.

COLNE ENGAINE] Download Parish Council Notes: www.colne-engaine.org.uk/meetings

CLLR ALAN BARNARD

(Chairman) alan@colne-engaine.org.uk
EALC representative; Townlands Trust;
Burches meadow liaison; Sexton’s Field
Trustee; funding for village projects,
defibrillator warden

CLLR TERRY FLOYD
terry@colne-engaine.org.uk

Tree warden; footpaths; Townlands Trust;
Sexton’s Field Trustee

HELEN BISCOE-DAVIS
helen@colne-engaine.org.uk
Community engagement

GRAHAME WALKINGSHAW - 01206 240772
Parish Clerk & Financial Officer
clerk@colne-engaine.org.uk

CLLR SARAH DIGNASSE
(Vice Chair) sarah@colne-engaine.org.uk
Recreation ground; village school; village

hall liaison

CLLR NIGEL WARWICK
nigel@colne-engaine.org.uk

Finance committee; Burches Meadow
liaison; festival liaison

CLLR IAN MESSENGER
ian@colne-engaine.org.uk

Finance committee; funding for village
projects; website; I.T.; and archive liaison
CLLR PAT TAYLOR
pat@colne-engaine.org.uk

EALC representative; tree warden

HITE COLNE|

Clir. JANE TAYLOR— 07521 312778
chair@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk
(Chairman) BALC executive; climate action,
community energy ,community liaison, grant
funding, village hall — managing and estate.

Cllr. JAMES BOND is Vice chair .
Clir.jpond@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk
Highways, village green, village hall estate.

Clir. PAUL BATCHFORD
Clir.pbatchford@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

www.whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

Clir. KRIS BELL
Clir.kbell@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk
Defibrillator, web site and LT, village hall
estate.

Clir. JOHN BRACE
Clir.jbrace@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk
Highways, planning, policies, community
garden.

Cllr. JOHN WILSON
Clir.jwilson@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk

Environment ( includes footpaths) meadows,
river (includes flooding).

Clir. DENISE DRIZEN
Clir.ddrizen@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk
Allotments, defibrillator, village hall estate.

Allotments, environment, planning, policies,
river.

JIM MORRIS is Parish Clerk and financial
officer
clerk@whitecolneparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Powishv Council

EARLS COLNE

NIKKI SPELLING is the Chair and responsible
for Council Strategy
nicola.spelling@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

TONY CALTON is responsible for
Neighbourhood Plan and Planning
tony.calton@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

NIK MCKEAN is responsible for the Village
Environment
nik.mckean@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

RAY RANNS is responsible for the Village Hall
ray.ranns@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

JONATHAN HAPPS is responsible for Grant
Support
jonathan.happs@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk
JUNE JEMMETT is responsible for Finance
june.jemmett@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

All Members are jointly responsible for Village Environment and Planning

LORRAINE BAUCKHAM-LEYS is responsible
for Compliance and Engagement
lorraine.bauckham-leys@earlscolne-

pc.gov.uk
DEE ELLISON —is the Parish Clerk
clerk@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

VACANT POSITION: Parish Clerk Assistant
village.hall@earlscolne-pc.gov.uk

TERRY BENNETT is the Village Hall
Caretaker

EARLS COLNE VILLAGE COMMUNITY TEAM
Vern Smith; Dean Cudmore; Paul Southgate
and Dave Newbery.

There are currently FOUR Councillor
vacancies, please contact the Parish Clerk
for further information

To contact your Councillors in Earls Colne, visit their website: https://www.earlscolne-
pc.gov.uk/ and click on the Parish Council tab and select councillors. Earls Colne Parish

Council Telephone: 01787 224370.

Earls Colne Parish Council Meeting

Third Wednesday of every month (a notice will be provided in advance on all Village

Noticeboards). Meetings commence at 7pm at Earls Colne Village Hall — Council Chambers

Members of the public are welcome to attend. However, due to limited capacity within the
Council Chamber, and to ensure compliance with fire regulations members of the public are
requested to register their intention to attend by contacting the Parish Clerk, in person,
email or telephone.

ESSEX COUNTY COUNCILLORS

County Councillor Chris Siddall
cllr.chris.siddall@essex.gov.uk

District Councillor George Courtauld
cllr.gcourtauld@braintree.gov.uk

MP for Witham The Rt. Hon Priti Patel
withammp@parliament.uk

District Councillor Gabrielle Spray
cllr.gspray@braintree.gov.uk
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December [SJOIENISHSNEININIS

1 Sun
2 Mon | Village Hall - 7pm Zumba Village hall. WINTER HUB 9am to 3pm
3 Tue Village Hall - 8pm Yoga Village hall. Yoga 9.30am
Vill hall. Bab 1.30pm; Pilat;
4 Wed | Village Hall - 7.30pm Drama hage hall. Baby massage pm; Friates
6.45pm
Brew n’ Chat 2pm (p.45); Village Hall - 7.45pm
5 Thu . pm (p-45) & P Village hall. Sewing Bee 7.30pm
Keep Fit
6 Fri Village hall. Bridge Club 1.30pm; St. Andrew’s
ri
Christingle
7 Sat Village hall. Christmas Quiz 7.30pm
8 Sun Village hall. Private hire
9 Mon | Village Hall - 7pm Zumba Village hall. WINTER HUB 9am to 3pm
10 | Tue Village Hall - 8pm Yoga Village hall. Yoga 9.30am
11 | Wed | Village Hall - 7.30pm Drama Village hall. Baby massage 1.30pm
12 | Thu Village Hall - 7.45pm Keep Fit Village hall. Sewing Bee 7.30pm
13 | Village hall. Stationmasters Community Café
ri
9am-12.30pm; Bridge Club 1.30pm
14 | sat Village hall. Private hire until 2.30pm; Village
a
green. Carols around the tree 6pm
15 | Sun Village hall. Private hire
16 | Mon | Village Hall - 7pm Zumba Village hall. WINTER HUB 9am to 3pm
17 | Tue Village Hall - 8pm Yoga Village hall. Yoga 9.30am
18 | Wed | Village Hall - 7.30pm Drama
19 |Thu Village Hall - 7.45pm Keep Fit Village hall. Sewing Bee 7.30pm
20 | Fri Village hall. Bridge Club 1.15pm
21 | Sat Village hall. Market and Café 9am to midday
22 | Sun
23 | Mon | Village Hall - 7pm Zumba Village hall. WINTER HUB 9am to 3pm
24 | Tue Village Hall - 8pm Yoga Village hall. Private hire
25 | Wed | Village Hall - 7.30pm Drama Village hall. Private hire
26 | Thu Village Hall - 7.45pm Keep Fit
27 | Fri
28 | Sat
29 |Sun
30 | Mon | Village Hall - 7pm Zumba
31 | Tue Village Hall - 8pm Yoga




December |SIaUs O

1 Sun Village Hall 10am Jesus Loves You

2 Mon | Village Hall - 12.30pm 60’s Pilates; 6pm Karate; 6.30pm Tai-Chi; 7.30pm Zumba

3 Tue St. Andrew’s Book Club Meeting: 2pm at 8 Coggeshall Road, Earls Colne (p.20); Village Hall - 10am
Pilates; 10am Lunch Club; 5.45pm Children’s Dance; 7pm Adult Dance; 7pm Upholstery

4 Wed Brew n’ Chat 2pm (p.45); Village Hall - 9.30am Move Me; 11.30am Seated Exercise; 4.30pm
Colchester School of Dance; 7pm Yoga; 7pm Pilates

5 Thu Village Hall - 10am Pilates; 1pm Yoga; 4.45pm Colchester School of Dance; 7.30pm Stane Street
Players Drama Group

6 Fri Beavers 5pm; Cubs 6.15pm; Scouts 8pm; Village Hall - 9.30am Yoga; 1pm Tai-Chi; Youth Club

7 Sat

8 Sun Village Hall 10am Jesus Loves You

9 Mon | Village Hall - 12.30pm 60’s Pilates; 6pm Karate; 6.30pm Tai-Chi; 7.30pm Zumba

10 | Tue Village Hall - 10am Pilates; 5.45pm Children’s Dance; 7pm Adult Dance; 7pm Upholstery

11 | wed Brew n’ Chat 2pm (p.45); Film Club 6.45pm (p.20); Village Hall - 9.30am Move Me; 11.30am
Seated Exercise; 4.30pm Colchester School of Dance; 7pm Yoga; 7pm Pilates

12 | Thu Village Hall - 10am Pilates; 1pm Yoga; 4.45pm Colchester School of Dance; 7.30pm Stane Street
Players Drama Group

13 | Fri Beavers 5pm; Cubs 6.15pm; Scouts 8pm; Village Hall - 9.30am Yoga; 1pm Tai-Chi; Youth Club

14 | Sat

15 |[Sun Village Hall 10am Jesus Loves You

16 | Mon | Village Hall - 12.30pm 60’s Pilates; 6pm Karate; 6.30pm Tai-Chi; 7.30pm Zumba

17 | Tue Village Hall - 10am Pilates; 10am Lunch Club; 5.45pm Children’s Dance; 7pm Adult Dance; 7pm
Upholstery

18 | wed Brew n’ Chat 2pm (p.45); Village Hall - 9.30am Move Me; 11.30am Seated Exercise; 4.30pm
Colchester School of Dance; 7pm Yoga; 7pm Pilate

19 | Thu Village Hall - 10am Pilates; 1pm Yoga; 4.45pm Colchester School of Dance; 7.30pm Stane Street
Players Drama Group

20 | Fri Beavers 5pm; Cubs 6.15pm; Scouts 8pm; Village Hall - 9.30am Yoga; 1pm Tai-Chi; Youth Club

21 | Sat

22 | Sun

23 | Mon | Village Hall - 12.30pm 60’s Pilates; 6pm Karate; 6.30pm Tai-Chi; 7.30pm Zumba

24 | Tue Village Hall - 10am Pilates; 10am Lunch Club; 5.45pm Children’s Dance; 7pm Adult Dance; 7pm
Upholstery

25 | Wed

26 |Thu

27 | Fri

28 | Sat

29 | Sun

30 | Mon

31 | Tue
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January  [SJOIRNISNEN[ETNINS
1 Wed
2 Thu Village Hall - 7.45pm Keep Fit.
3 Fri
4 Sat
5 Sun
6 Mon | Village Hall - 7pm Zumba
7 Tue Village Hall - 8pm Yoga Village hall. NCT 6.30pm
8 Wed | Village Hall - 7.30pm Drama Village hall. Pilates 6.45pm
Brew n’ Chat 2pm (p.45); Village Hall - 7.45pm X X
9 Thu . Village hall. Sewing Bee 7.30pm
Keep Fit
10 | Fri Village hall. Bridge Club 1.30pm
11 | Sat Village hall. NCT 6.30pm
12 | Sun
13 | Mon | Village Hall - 7pm Zumba Village hall. Paint and Pallett 6.30pm
14 | Tue Village Hall - 8pm Yoga Village hall. Yoga 9.30am; NCT 6.30pm
15 | Wed | Village Hall - 7.30pm Drama Village hall. Pilates 6.45pm
16 | Thu Village Hall - 7.45pm Keep Fit Village hall. Sewing Bee 7.30pm
17 e Village hall. Stationmasters Community Café
9am-12.30pm; Bridge Club 1.30pm
18 | Sat
19 | Sun
20 | Mon | Village Hall - 7pm Zumba
21 | Tue Village Hall - 8pm Yoga Village hall. NCT 6.30pm
22 |Wed | Village Hall - 7.30pm Drama Village hall. Pilates 6.45pm
23 | Thu Village Hall - 7.45pm Keep Fit Village hall. Sewing Bee 7.30pm
20 |Eri Village hall. Stationmasters Community Café
i
9am-12.30pm; Bridge Club 1.15pm
25 | Sat
26 |Sun
. Village hall. Dance & Craft Holiday club 9am
27 | Mon | Village Hall - 7pm Zumba
3pm
. Village hall. Dance & Craft Holiday club 9am-
28 | Tue Village Hall - 8pm Yoga .
3pm; Paint and Pallett 6.30pm
29 | Wed | Village Hall - 7.30pm Drama Village hall. Pilates 6.45pm
30 | Thu Village Hall - 7.45pm Keep Fit Village hall. Sewing bee 7.30pm
31 | Fri Village hall. Stationmasters Community Café
i
9am-12.30pm; Bridge Club 1.30pm




January AR O

1 Wed

5 Thu Village Hall - 10am Pilates; 1pm Yoga; 4.45pm Colchester School of Dance; 7.30pm Stane Street
Players Drama Group.

Fri Beavers 5pm; Cubs 6.15pm; Scouts 8pm; Village Hall - 9.30am Yoga; 1pm Tai-Chi; Youth Club

4 Sat

5 Sun Village Hall 10am Jesus Loves You

6 Mon | Village Hall - 12.30pm 60’s Pilates; 6pm Karate; 6.30pm Tai-Chi; 7.30pm Zumba

; Tue St. Andrew’s Book Club Meeting: 2pm at 8 Coggeshall Road, Earls Colne (p.20); Village Hall - 10am
Pilates; 10am Lunch Club; 5.45pm Children’s Dance; 7pm Adult Dance; 7pm Upholstery

8 Wed Brew n’ Chat 2pm (p.45); Village Hall - 9.30am Move Me; 11.30am Seated Exercise; 4.30pm
Colchester School of Dance; 7pm Yoga; 7pm Pilates

9 Thu Village Hall - 10am Pilates; 1pm Yoga; 4.45pm Colchester School of Dance; 7.30pm Stane Street
Players Drama Group

10 | Fri Beavers 5pm; Cubs 6.15pm; Scouts 8pm; Village Hall - 9.30am Yoga; 1pm Tai-Chi; Youth Club

11 | Sat

12 | Sun Village Hall 10am Jesus Loves You

13 | Mon | Village Hall - 12.30pm 60’s Pilates; 6pm Karate; 6.30pm Tai-Chi; 7.30pm Zumba

14 | Tue Village Hall - 10am Pilates; 5.45pm Children’s Dance; 7pm Adult Dance; 7pm Upholstery

15 | wed Brew n’ Chat 2pm (p.45); Film Club 6.45pm (p.20); Village Hall - 9.30am Move Me; 11.30am
Seated Exercise; 4.30pm Colchester School of Dance; 7pm Yoga; 7pm Pilates

16 | Thu Village Hall - 10am Pilates; 1pm Yoga; 4.45pm Colchester School of Dance; 7.30pm Stane Street
Players Drama Group

17 | Fri Beavers 5pm; Cubs 6.15pm; Scouts 8pm; Village Hall - 9.30am Yoga; 1pm Tai-Chi; Youth Club

18 | Sat

19 |[Sun Village Hall 10am Jesus Loves You

20 | Mon | Village Hall - 12.30pm 60’s Pilates; 6pm Karate; 6.30pm Tai-Chi; 7.30pm Zumba

21 | Tue Village Hall - 10am Pilates; 10am Lunch Club; 5.45pm Children’s Dance; 7pm Adult Dance; 7pm
Upholstery

27 | Wed Brew n’ Chat 2pm (p.45); Village Hall - 9.30am Move Me; 11.30am Seated Exercise; 4.30pm
Colchester School of Dance; 7pm Yoga; 7pm Pilate

23 | Thu Village Hall - 10am Pilates; 1pm Yoga; 4.45pm Colchester School of Dance; 7.30pm Stane Street
Players Drama Group

24 | Fri Beavers 5pm; Cubs 6.15pm; Scouts 8pm; Village Hall - 9.30am Yoga; 1pm Tai-Chi; Youth Club

25 | Sat

26 | Sun

27 | Mon | Village Hall - 12.30pm 60’s Pilates; 6pm Karate; 6.30pm Tai-Chi; 7.30pm Zumba

28 | Tue Village Hall - 10am Pilates; 10am Lunch Club; 5.45pm Children’s Dance; 7pm Adult Dance; 7pm
Upholstery

29 | wed Brew n’ Chat 2pm (p.45); Village Hall - 9.30am Move Me; 11.30am Seated Exercise; 4.30pm
Colchester School of Dance; 7pm Yoga; 7pm Pilate

30 | Thu

31 |Fri




Useful Numbery Advertisers Index
Councils Accountants 23
Braintree District Council 01376 552525 Bed & Breakfast 15
Colchester Borough Council 01206 282222 Building Company 47
Doctors Computer Services 33
The Elizabeth Courtauld Surgery, Halstead Courtauld Hall 18
01787 475944 - -
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01787 222022 Double Glazing 11, 25
Schools Drainage 54
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gi;l;;:(slznzez:gmary School & Nursery Estate / Letting Agent 2,30, 67
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Coggeshall 01376 561231 Financial Planning 19, 38
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01787 220163 Lawn Care Specialist 20
White Colne Village Market 07870 652321 Locksmith 57
Village Groups Luxury Mobile Toilet Hire 37
Colne Engaine Village Archive 01787 222080 -
Youth Groups Magazine Sponsor 13
1st Earls Colne Brownies 01787 224175 Mobile Phone Repairs 3
1st Earls Colne Girl Guides 01787 220065 Nursery School M
1st Earls Colne Rainbows 01787 224913 Oven Cleaning 46
Scouts www.scouts.org.uk Painting and Decorating 39
1stearlscolnescoutgroup@gmail.com Physiotherapy 23
If you are an officer of a club or group in one | Plumbing / Heating 24,48
of the Three Colne Villages and would like to | Printing Company 17
place information about the group’s Quaker Meeting House Hire 5
activities and events in the magazine for Roofing 50
free, please contact the Editor (pg. 2). Swimming Pool Private Hire 18
Tablet Repairs 33
Taxi & Private Hire Vehicles 34
64 [/ www.colnechurches.com Tree Surgeon 40
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About this bus service

Demand Responsive Transport (DaRT) is an
alternative way of providing access to key
services in rural areas.

Instead of using fixed routes with fixed stops
and times, DaRT customers book journeys
with the operator in advance and are picked
up from an agreed point - often their own
home, a bus stop or local place of interest.

You can use it:

* to go shopping

¢ attend a health appointment

* get to/from work, school or college
visit friends

and operated by Arrow Taxls.

Essex and Suffolk
DaRT
01621 874411

When does it operate?

DaRT 3 operates between 0600 and 2000,
Monday to Saturday. Unlike a bus service
there is no set route and timetable.

@ How do | book a journey?

on 01621 874411 a
¢ Where you would

* Where you would like to be collected from'
¢ What time you need to go
(please give at least 2 hours notice before
travelling)

Arrow Taxis Essex Ltd will also need to know:

* Your name

* Your telephone number

* Any specific requirements, such as if
you are a wheelchair user or if you have
difficulty walking

Return journey

Itis advisable to book your retumn journey

at the same time of your initial booking
otherwise you will need to give 2 hours’ notice
for your return journey.

Remember to be ready when you are due
to be collected.

£ How much will it cost?

Adult (age 16 or ild (age 5 t
over) 15 inclusiy

Distance | Single | Return | Single | Return

Less than
2 miles

Between
2and 5 £4.50 | £6.50 | £2.50 £3.50
miles

£2.50 | £3.50 | £1.50 | £2.00

More than

. £5.50 | £8.00 | £3.00 | £4.50
5 miles

Concessionary pass holders - valid after 0900
Monday to Friday and all day Saturday

:E How can | pay?

You can pay on the bus or by debit/credit card
over the telephone.

DaRT 3 covers the parishes of:

Alphamstone Ashen Belchamp Otten Belchamp St. Paul | Belchamp Walter
Birdbrook Borley Bulmer Bures Hamlet Colne Engaine
Earls Colne Foxearth Great Henny Great Yeldham Greenstead Green
Halstead Town Lamarsh Liston Little Henny Little Yeldham
Middleton Ovington Pebmarsh Pentlow Ridgewell
Stambourne Steeple Bumpstead Tilbury Juxta Clare | Toppesfield

Twinstead

| Wickham St. Paul

White Colne




CHRISTMAS SERVICES
IN THE
THREE COLNES CHURCHES

FRIDAY 6th

CHRISTINGLE BY THE CAMPFIRE
6pm at White Colne Village Hall:
SATURDAY 14th - CAROLS ON THE GREEN
5pm at Colne Engaine Village Green (Procession from Church)

6pm at White Colne Village Green
SUNDAY 15th
FAMILY CAROL SERVICE -
10am at White Colne Church
TRADITIONAL LESSONS & CAROLS -
5pm at Colne Engaine Church
TUESDAY 17th
7.30pm CAROLS IN THE LION
SUNDAY 22nd
TRADITIONAL CHORAL LESSONS & CAROLS
5pm at Earls Colne:
CHRISTMAS EVE
CRIB SERVICE -
3pm at Colne Engaine:
FAMILY CAROL SERVICE -
S5pm at EGrs Colns
MIDMIGHT COMMU
11.15pm at Earls Colne
CHRISTMAS DAY

10a t Earl@Colne, Colnedngaine &
tmas

66 [/ www.colnechurches.com




HERITAGE

SALES
EETTINGS
LAND & NEW HOMES
MORTGAGES

Earls Colne 0 H [ Coggeshall

54 High Street T 1 3b Church Street
Earls Colne = = & Coggeshall
CO6 2PB ot e CO6 1TU
01787 722000 1 [yl H 01376 566890
‘ |

www.essexheritage.co.uk




LETS CHANGE THE
WAY WE SHOP

Every day store
cupboard
essentials,
cleaning
products, fresh
coffee, cakes &
wine, and
sourdough every
Tuesday & Friday

Tuesday to Friday
08:30 - 16:30
Saturday 09:00 -
15:00

Ecolnes Refillery
75 High Steet,
Earls Colne
www.ecolnes.com

f Ecolnes ecolnes_refillery G 07861152599




